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Forty Years of “Together in the Spirit” 
A Brief History 

 
“Christ has no body but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but 
yours.  Yours are the eyes through which Christ’s compassion must 
look out on the world.  Yours are the feet with which he is to go 
about doing good.  Yours are the hands with which he is to bless us 
now.”   
Saint Theresa of Avila    
 
SHRINE OF ST. ANNE AND THE BEGINNING     
 
One cool weekday evening in March of 1972, Dick Baker sat at one end of a long, brown table 
with the other fourteen members of The Shrine of St. Anne Parish Council on either side of him. 
They faced the downstairs meeting room full of over fifty active parishioners listening intently.  
Many had watched and participated in a major discussion regarding the future of the parish. 
Should St. Anne's remain intact and eventually establish a satellite mission to the north, or should 
they be open to letting go of parishioners to create a new northern parish at 80th Avenue and 
Vance Street? They were under the watchful eye of one of the parish priests, Father John 
Martens. He was moving quietly somewhere in the background, greeting and welcoming people, 
keenly interested in the outcome of this discussion.   
 
Many years of thoughtful prayer, hard work, and gifted leadership led to this moment. At the 
invitation of Denver Archbishop James Casey, the Claretians of the Western Province arrived at 
St. Anne's in 1971.  Father John was part of the new pastoral team.  These priests were 
committed to meeting the needs of this fast-growing parish. They used the team approach that 
allowed and encouraged parishioners to have a say in the administration of the parish. A census 
was taken to reveal what the church community was thinking and feeling. The pastoral team 
eagerly met with parish members and promoted neighborhood meetings throughout all areas of 
St. Anne's.  The concepts and inspiration for this exciting new infusion of life into the Church 
grew out of what we know as Vatican II.  
 
The motivation and innovation of Father John Martens, C.F.M., 
stemmed from his background in Vatican II.  He had studied at 
the University of San Francisco and wrote a paper in 1969 on a 
new model for parish life.  Vatican II had closed in 1965 and 
new directives were being implemented all over the world. He 
was truly committed to the belief that the people of God are the 
Church.  All who met him could feel his unconditional love, his 
commitment to service, and his dedication to the community.   
 
John Martens was older when he entered the Claretian Seminary.  
He had served four years in the Air Force and had a souvenir to 
show for it.  On his left forearm was a tattoo of a dagger.  More 
importantly, he had a serious understanding of the need of the 
people to find comfort and security in their deepest beliefs.  The 
sixties and seventies were a time of great change and 
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uncertainty.  He saw peace and stability being offered by the Catholic Church and the goals 
presented by Vatican II.  He was truly committed to bringing the Good News to all he met.  
 
Father John became directly involved with parishioners by canvassing neighborhoods north of 
72nd Avenue to find Catholics living in this part of a rapidly-growing Arvada. Sharon Hoover 
remembers, "Around 1972 is when Father John came around knocking on doors. We formed our 
neighborhood areas and then we started talking. ‘Should we separate from St. Anne's, or should 
we add more Masses at St. Anne's?'"  
 
Karen Alderman also joined the Neighborhood Area Committee exploring the need for a new 
northern parish.  She and others went door to door in sun, wind, and rain asking people if they 
were Catholic.  How did they feel about a new Catholic church being built in the area?  Often 
people would stop and talk, but sometimes doors shut in their faces! Even so, a new vibrancy and 
excitement grew from the idea of forming a new parish.  
 
Barb Howard recalled first meeting Father John when he knocked on her front door.  He 
introduced himself and began talking to her, asking if she would like to meet other Catholics in 
her neighborhood. At that time Barb had two small children, and her husband, Mike, worked as a 
pressman at The Denver Post.  Both were Denver natives and recently moved to Far Horizons in 
Arvada. She was definitely interested! That night Barb told her husband about her special visitor.  
Mike responded, "You didn't sign anything, did you?" 
 
"No, I didn't," Barb answered.  Without knowing it, that was the beginning of a lifetime of new 
adventures for them.  Because of the relationship that developed between Father John, Barb and 
Mike, the defining event that most people remember is that Mike became the first deacon of the 
future Spirit of Christ.  They were also one of the founding families of the new parish and a 
constant support to the community.  
 
The number of Catholics in the Arvada area filled 
thirteen Masses every weekend at St. Anne's.  All 
areas of the property were used, including the lower 
level of the church, the school gym, and even the 
church garden from time to time.  The gym hosted a 
weekly guitar Mass complete with something new 
to Catholic churchgoers: hanging banners. The 
parishioners loved their Masses. Many Vatican II 
changes were already in use, being received 
favorably by most Catholics.  The altar faced the 
people, Mass was in the vernacular, and both 
women and men (not "mandated" in today's sense) 
served as lectors, readers, and Eucharistic ministers.  
Undoubtedly, these changes contributed to the 
growth in the numbers of those attending Masses.    
 
The parishioners of St. Anne's were very happy with their community, but knew that the 
challenges of the growth of their parish could not continue.  Even though the Archdiocese 
promised to keep extra Claretians if the decision was made to stay as one parish, everyone knew 
this might not be the best solution. 
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Questions arose:  "If we create a satellite parish, how do we control costs of duplicate services?" 
And, "How will the school be supported if our Catholic families move to the new parish?"  Many 
knew they might not continue  seeing some of their friends if they moved on to this new parish.  
 
One thing was certain: there were 10.57 acres of land at 80th and Wadsworth owned by the 
Archdiocese of Denver. For many years it had waited there for the specific purpose of having a 
Catholic church built on it.  The property was there if the vote was "Yes."  
 
THE VOTE 
 
The time was approaching 9:00 P.M., just seconds away from the vote. The discussion that night 
had strong, well-intentioned feelings and rationalities on both sides. The members of St. Anne's 
Parish Council sat around their table, very torn about what decision to make.  The room became 
quiet as the council members individually raised hands to show approval or disapproval for a 
new parish. 
 
The first vote was taken: 7 voted to maintain St. Anne's; 7 voted to establish a northern Catholic 
community. Following Parliamentary Procedure, Dick Baker as Council President, cast the tie-
breaker in the second vote.  "I invoke Robert's Rules of Order as President.  I therefore cast my 
vote in favor of a new parish in the north," he said.  The majority vote was a "Yes!"  The motion 
passed to split the parish. None of those involved could predict what would happen next, but they 
were deeply moved by faith, and knew that they were guided by the Holy Spirit.  
 
PLANNING 
 
One afternoon, early in April, l972, around 2:00 P.M., Father John received the response from the 
archbishop appointing him as administrator of the new Northern Catholic Community.  By canon 
law, this had to be a separate new parish, and not a satellite. By 5 o'clock that night he called 
Dick Baker telling him of the letter. By 7 o'clock that night, Father John, Dick Kassube (a 
financial advisor and active member of St. Anne's) and Dick Baker (also an accountant) sat down 
at the dining room table in Dick and Mary Kassube's home. They excitedly discussed ideas, 
budget, financing, and many new possibilities for the new northern parish. 
  
With papers spread all over the table, they worked together late into the night. Dick Kassube was 
very experienced in matters of finance.  An idea of interest-free bonds was proposed, along with 
other suggestions for funding.  Subsequently, they met weekly at individual homes, always 
accompanied by Father John. They had the feeling, "We're moving.  Watch out.  Here we come!"  
 
ST. ANNE'S HELPS WITH FINANCES 
 
Father John knew that money was needed upfront for initial design, legal work, and permits for 
the new parish. He knew Mike Howard well, and had also grown to know Lanny and Karon 
Godfrey from their neighborhood area. Mike worked in the pressroom at The Denver Post, and 
Lanny worked for the Post in sales. They were close friends. Shortly after the approval of the 
new parish, Father John asked Mike and Lanny to join him one evening at a St. Anne's Parish 
Council meeting to ask for funds. Father thought that $5,000 or $6,000 would be a good amount 
for a start. Neither he nor Mike wanted to make the plea, so Lanny said he would.  After all, he 
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was in sales!  When the time came to specify the amount, Lanny presented a sum of 2 to 3 times 
the original request.  He thought, After all, the worst they could say is, "no" and the best that 
could happen is that we get more money that we can surely use!  Father Ralph Berg of St. Anne's 
and members of the council just stared at him!  Lanny felt Mike and Father John both nudge him 
under the table!  "What are you doing?" was their signal, as shock registered from both men.   
 
To everyone's surprise, St. Anne's Council said, "Yes," and graciously gave them the entire 
amount Lanny had requested.  As they were leaving Father Ralph spoke to Father John. "I know 
Mike, and I know you, but just WHO is that gray haired guy who spoke?"   
 
At a later Parish Council meeting, St. Anne's again generously donated seed money of $50,000 
for the new northern parish. In addition, the council covered Father John's salary, room and 
board, and traveling expenses for the next year.  Father John and the founders were extremely 
thankful for this gift. 
 
PARISH AWARENESS DAY AT ST. ANNE'S 

 
Another kind of "Yes" resounded in the hearts of the 
parishioners. Hundreds of footsteps echoed in the halls of St. 
Anne's Grade School in answer to the first "Parish Awareness 
Day" on the afternoon of April 30, 1972.  Those attending 
traveled up and down stairs (no kids this time!) and listened 
to 30-minute committee presentations in the classrooms. 
There were lingering smells of crayons and glue. The rooms 
were decorated with colorful bulletin boards, strips of cursive 
alphabets, and students' artwork.   The attendees squeezed 
into the small desks.  "I hope we don't sit here too long," 
some parishioners joked, "because these chairs are small!"  
Committee Chairmen worked to inform and inspire 
parishioners, raising their awareness of what it means to be an 

adult Catholic embracing the modern world. The knowledge 
acquired that Sunday prepared them well for the future; many of these people were founders of 
Spirit of Christ.  
 
Those attending Parish Awareness Day listened carefully to presentations on worship, sacred 
liturgy, education, community building, neighborhood areas, financial needs, and traditional 
church societies.  They were invited to act on their beliefs and be open to inspiration. They 
would be limited only by their own doubts.  Most committees and ministries such as these did 
not exist before Vatican II. Barb Howard described this day as "a stepping stone to involvement." 
 
The day was brought to a conclusion with Mass that evening, presided over by Archbishop 
Casey. Those attendees who became the founders and members of the new northern parish had a 
glimpse of their future in the Catholic Church. The Holy Spirit was calling to their spirits: "the 
deep was calling unto the deep".  Christ and His Church through the centuries continues to call 
people in the new age of Vatican II.  
 
THE FORMATION OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 

Parish Awareness Day 
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As administrator of the new Northern Catholic 
Church, Father John Martens harnessed this 
"Yes Energy" from those responding to establish 
direction, goals, and policies for a new 
community. He formed a five-member Steering 
Committee, responsible for Liturgy, 
Communication, Neighborhood Areas, Religious 
Education, and Finance.  Many others worked in 
ad hoc committees. This group of young and 
excited Catholics was eager to put into action 
the concepts of a new parish under the directives 
of Vatican II:  to establish an environment that is 

Christian, in which Jesus Christ is experienced, lived, and witnessed to.   "A lot was generated by 
Father John, a strong motivator," said Dick Baker.  "He was somewhere back in the peanut 
gallery--always in the background; always moving along--a good shepherd."  The Steering 
Committee met every week for almost three years, working tirelessly and with great faith.  They 
trusted each other, Father John, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
EVOLUTION OF THE LITURGY AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEES 
 
The first "volunteer" for the Steering Committee was Mike 
Howard, a young man avidly interested in stock car racing and 
the Broncos. He had a caring social conscience that reached 
out politically and spiritually.  One day in the early l970's 
Mike came home and shared with Barb an article from The 
Catholic Register about the permanent diaconate. He was 
interested.  Barb questioned Mike on the practicality of this 
idea, with two small children at home, his work at The Denver 
Post, their current political involvement, and parish 
volunteerism.  Father John even suggested that he just 
participate in a program called "Christians in Search," a nine 
month course teaching the basics of Vatican II. But Mike 
persisted, and attended classes for two and one half years at 
the former St. Thomas Seminary and became one of the first 

deacons in the Diocese.  Mike used to say, "We aren't here just to 
pray, pay, and obey."  He wanted people to be spiritually alive.  
He organized Masses held at Weber Elementary School, separate liturgies, and any circumstance 
that involved people celebrating God in their lives.  As mentioned earlier, he accepted 
responsibility as representative for the new Liturgy Committee. 
 
Esther Hagan, described as a sweet and smiling Italian lady, was always ready with a hot dish or 
meal for neighbors in need.  She worked on Communications at St. Anne's and later worked on 
the Steering Committee doing publicity.  Though from a very traditional Catholic background, 
she was able to move on with the times and embrace the future of the Catholic Church and a new 
parish. She, with others, kept everyone aware of developments and meetings in her organized 
way. Her older children were involved with Hands of Christ, and her husband, Al, served on the 

Mike Howard, Denis Hoelting, Karen Alderman, Esthe
r Hagan, Dick Baker 

Deacon Mike Howard and his w
ife Barbara 
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building committee.  With people like Barb Darling and Judy Desiato, she worked to keep the 
parish, the diocese and the city informed about the progress of the new community.  
 
NEIGHBORHOOD AREA COMMITTEE 
 
Karen Alderman and her husband, Ted, had young children who attended St. Anne's starting in 
1971.  She read a notice in the bulletin asking for people who might want to serve on a 
committee exploring the need for a parish north of St. Anne's. She answered it, and with her 
family, developed a long and loving friendship with Father John.  Initially Karen worked with 
Father on the census, and later she helped him "swim upstream" with the new concept of 
Neighborhood Areas.  Along with him, she saw the charism of these small sharing groups, then 
known as neighborhood areas.  Some were already functioning at St. Anne's. The idea was for 
people to get to know, support, and recognize each other at Sunday Mass. These neighborhood 
areas were developed first by geographic boundaries.  Social and athletic activities, religious 
studies, stewardship, faith discussions, and home liturgies were all encouraged, as well as regular 
ministry to the main parish. 
 
Karen became head of the Neighborhood Areas Committee. She said 
she "felt excitement and terror at the thought of this adventure."  She 
continued, "Father John made us believe that we could do anything 
and then he insisted we, not he, make the necessary decisions.  Hence, 
the initial terror!  But we believed so strongly in him that we believed 
in ourselves." 
 
Daily Masses were held in various homes in the neighborhood areas. 
Jean Breay said she really got to know Father John at those morning 
Masses; she said the Masses were wonderful!  Joyce Johnson 
remembers that "many mornings Father John would stay long after 
Mass, answering questions and teaching."   Before he left, Father John 
would always say, "Just remember you get fewer wrinkles on your 
face from smiling than you do from frowning."  Gerry Schneider also 
remembers Father John never said good-bye, but he'd just say, "Love 
one another."  Those attending felt it was a privilege to offer their 
homes. Sharing Mass together was an ideal way to begin the 
development of small church communities. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 
Denis Hoelting served as the Steering Committee's Religious Education representative. Father 
John introduced himself to Denis one evening at a daily 5:00 P.M. Lenten Mass, and the bond 
was made. Denis said Father John was a man with new ideas, "who pulled no punches!"  He was 
unlike any other priest and presented a vision that was awesome; people just followed him.   
 
Because there was neither a school nor a church building at this time, younger children were 
taught weekly religious education classes after school at St. Anne's. The older ones were part of 
the sacramental program. Some areas such as Far Horizons chose various parishioners' homes for 
children to attend weekly sacramental classes arranged by grade level.   
  

Father John Martens 
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There was a mindset change from pre-Vatican II days and the parochial school tradition:  now 
parents were the first "teachers" and were expected to teach religious education to their own 
children.  Neighborhood areas were alive and dynamic, encouraging all to contribute and be 
involved with the kids.  
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE AND ARCHDIOCESAN APPROVAL 
 
Dick Baker was the Steering Committee representative for finance. The architectural firm of 
Syracuse-Lawler and Partners was chosen and the plans for the new building were completed.  
Father John then took his five Steering Committee members to the Archdiocese of Denver main 
office, then located at 2nd and Josephine in Cherry Creek. They were seeking approval to begin 
construction.  
 
Father John and an Archdiocesan representative sat at the head of the table.  The five volunteers 
sat alongside, opposite ten priests and diocesan financial consultants.  It had never happened in 
the history of the Archdiocese that lay people talked to administrative clergy about finances!   
Normally, it was just the pastor giving the presentation.  When Father Martens was asked about 
the plan, and how he expected to pay for this project, "Father John answered by turning to us," 
said Dick Baker.   
 
"Which one of you is going to answer that question?" asked Father John as he pointed to the 
volunteers, expecting an answer.  Dick saw this as a remarkable "first" in collaborative ministry 
as proposed by the documents of Vatican II.  Those on the Archdiocesan team couldn't believe it 
as their questions were being answered by lay people. After a short break, the members of the 
committee returned from the hallway, wondering what the outcome would be.  Moments later 
they were elated with the decision for approval. "You're the church; you're gifted; it's your job!" 
Father John told the founders. 
 
STEWARDSHIP 

 
In the 1970’s the terms stewardship and 
tithing were thought of as somewhat 
"Protestant."  Catholics, on the other hand, 
had bingo, turkey raffles, and bake sales to 
raise money.  "Fund raising depleted efforts 
from proclaiming the good news," said Dick 
Baker.  As people began to understand, the 
word "stewardship" slowly crept into 
Catholic dialogue.  Dick gained further 
knowledge from Father Ed Vollmer, pastor 
of Sacred Heart of Mary in Boulder. The 

concept was bold and rambunctious:  "Give your best to God in money and in prayer."  It's 
returning to God a portion of his gifts to you, of time, talent, and treasure. 

 
Very early on, the Archdiocese sent out information and an invitation regarding a meeting in East 
Denver to introduce Stewardship to all the parishes. Father John couldn't go, and asked Chuck 
Desiato and his wife, Judy, to attend in his place.  Father John was notorious for soliciting 

Commitment Sunday 
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volunteers, and people rarely said "no" to him.  On the appointed evening, the two arrived at 
Christ the King Church, encountering numerous priests around the room, visiting and talking, all 
dressed in clerical black.  Actually all of the attendees were priests and Chuck and Judy were the 
only lay people.  In fact, Judy was the only woman!  She said, "We weren't intimidated by being 
the only lay people there.  We felt we were doing our job by representing our community and 
doing what we were asked to do.  It was just our responsibility." 
 
The program was brought back to St. Anne's and a committee formed to present the idea to the 
parish.  Many future Spirit of Christ founders were on that committee, including Granby Hillyer, 
Chuck Desiato, and Dick Baker.  On one designated weekend, Chuck and Albi Phibbs presented 
the whole concept of Stewardship during all the Masses at both St. Anne's  and Weber 
Elementary School.   
 
Judy said, "This was the beginning of a long step out in faith using this novel concept as the sole 
source of revenue for Spirit of Christ. It was the start of the whole philosophy for us.  The early 
members saw the meaning of this faith-walk and contributed what each was able to give in time, 
talent, and treasure. There was great trust that God would provide. Early founders would depend 
on no other funding; administrators at the Archdiocese, however, weren't so sure how this plan 
would work.  This would be an education for everyone.”  
 
This separate committee of Stewardship started at the very inception of Spirit of Christ. The first 
parish council put in place the practice of giving to other worthy causes.  In the beginning, with 
very little to spare, 2% was donated from the gross offertory.  In 2013, the tithe from the 
offertory was 15%.  That same spirit of love, compassion, and generosity has never wavered.  
Though over time the committee itself has changed, the underlying theological principle of 
returning a portion of our gifts back to God through Stewardship remains. Spirit of Christ 
Community has never given up on this idea, despite early financial difficulties. Today this model 
of Stewardship, as lived by Spirit of Christ, has been adopted by parishes around the country.  
 
MASSES AT WEBER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 
Joyce and Roger Johnson were two of the early founders of the new parish.  At that time Roger 
was a teacher at Weber Elementary School.  By some miracle, Roger was given permission by 
his principal to have two Masses  at the school each Sunday in the gym. These would be held at 
9:30 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.  This is where members learned that approval had been given by the 
archdiocese to build the church. 
 
Father John celebrated most of the Masses.  Many Sundays he could be seen loading his green 
Ford Pinto hatch-back with speakers for the sound system. He inspired the people with homilies, 
prayers, and leadership, to help each one become a stronger Catholic in the modern world.  The 
liturgy was truly "of the people".  Parishioners 
arriving early for those Masses would set up the 
chairs around a table used as the altar.  In the spirit of 
generosity and community, those attending the last 
Mass put away the chairs. 
 
Jean Breay recalled her family making a banner for 
Weber Masses.  "We didn't have banners or fancy 
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things because we were only there on Sunday mornings."  She wanted "something to show and 
carry in" to represent this new vibrant community.  Other members followed this example, and it 
developed into a production of neighborhood areas. The liturgy was filled with singing and guitar 
music.  The "All Are Welcome" feeling flourished in those early months of the parish's new life.  
 
One Sunday Bill Breay, a member of the Building Committee, used a scale model to present 
detailed information on the church's building plans. Other groups representing growing needs 
also talked with the people. Dick Baker could often be found taking signatures for registrations 
and other sign-ups. Parishioners visited and shared, eating donuts and drinking coffee.  Staying 
after Mass to catch up and visit is a tradition with deep and early roots that founders think of 
with great affection.     
 
Sunday liturgy at Weber lasted well over two years from 1973 to spring of 1975.  Through the 
sacraments and the Mass, the community was drawn into discovering the Spirit at work.   
On March 23, 1975, the day after his ordination, Mike Howard was privileged to baptize his 
baby daughter, Janna, during the Sunday celebration at Weber.   
 
The First Bulletins 
 
Besides receiving verbal information in Weber's hallway, new parishioners regularly picked up a 
one-page bulletin.  Mike Howard printed these on a little offset press tucked under the stairs in 
the basement of his house--his own pressroom!  The heading on that sheet was "Northern 
Catholic Community: 72nd--108th Avenue, Sheridan Boulevard--Kipling Street."  No official 
name yet!   
 

The press was noisy and the smell of ink permeated the basement. Mike 
started working on that bulletin when he returned from his Saturday 
shift at The Denver Post.  His family fondly recalls those years.  
 
Gerry Schneider also remembers taking bulletin information over to his 
home for printing.  The press would be running loudly. "Mike, I can't 
hear you!" Gerry would shout.  Mike would answer jokingly, "I can't 
hear you either and it's a blessing!"    
 
In the beginning About 200 bulletins were printed per week, and were 
hand-written by Barb Darling.  Mike and Barb Howard with the help of 
their children continued to donate their time printing the bulletins for 
several years until Liturgical Publications took over that responsibility. 
 

 
DONATION OF LAND 
 
Although many Native American tribes traveled 
through Colorado, the principal presence in the 
Arvada area were the Northern Arapahoe, Northern 
Cheyenne, and Cheyenne and Arapahoe tribes of 
Oklahoma.  They lived in the Central Denver area, 
including what would become Arvada.  Homesteaders 

Barb Howard, Father John, Father Dave, and Mik
e Howard at the baptism of Barb and Mike's daug
hter Janna

Mike Howard with his 
printing press 
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arrived in the late 1800's, and Arvada became a farming community. This land was agriculturally 
rich and wheat was the primary crop. 
 
In 1886, Moritz Schneider bought 10 acres of land. His son Emil was born in 1892, one of seven 
children. Emil, along with two of his brothers, Otto and Albert, farmed with their father.  
Eventually, the farm stretched from 66th Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard to about 80th and 
Wadsworth.  The farm produced wheat, oats, hay, 
vegetables, fruit, and berries.       
 
Emil and his family were devoted and generous Catholics. He is fondly remembered for his 
commitment to The Shine of St. Anne.  In 1920 he even helped dig the foundation for the 
construction of the new church.  In 1955 he sold five acres of his land near 80th and Wadsworth 
to the Archdiocese of Denver. He then donated another five acres for the sole purpose of building 
a Catholic Church. This is the property that was then given by the Archdiocese of Denver to 
Father John Martens with the approval to build the new Northern Catholic Community.  
 
Our beloved building sits on land that had been home to 
the Native Americans and farmed for the harvest of many 
crops.  The riches of this land then changed to become 
the site for spiritual "farming"--the care of pilgrims 
walking together on a faith journey. 
 
CANDLELIGHT LITURGY  
 

Many of the families attended the first special event 
at the site of the new church.  On July 1, 1974, the 
Candlelight Liturgy was celebrated on the grounds of the 
new building.  Many founders recall that the evening was 
beautiful, warm, and calm.  Mass was offered there for 
the blessing of this new community.  The sunlight 
streamed between clouds and lit those standing there in a 
mosaic of colors.  God's warmth seemed to pour down.  
The opening song, "Here We Are," began as new friends 

came together as brothers and sisters in Christ with a goal of 
making the world a better place. 
    
GROUND-BREAKING CEREMONY 
 
Later that year on September 29, 1974, Bishop Hannifen 
joined Father John in the Ground-Breaking Ceremony. The 
community welcomed their first pastor, Father Dave 
Sobieszczyk.  The turning of a few shovels of dirt 
symbolized the building of a new church and the building of 
a new people. Much work and prayer lay ahead.   This 
pilgrim people pledged to support each other in this new 
adventure. 
 

Father John  Martens and Emil Schneider 

Dick baker with Gary Miles, designer of th
e first sign
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Following the ceremony everyone joined in and contributed to a pot luck picnic. As the story 
goes, during the celebration Russ Darling had pulled up in a truck with a keg of beer.  At some 
time that evening, he refused service to a man he didn't know--only to find out later the man was 
Bishop Hanifen himself!   
   
MOVING THE CREEK 
 
Gerry Schneider says she was "sworn to secrecy for years" on the story of the creek.  As she tells 
it, Father John and Mike Howard stood outside near 78th and Vance Street.  They were talking to 
a builder and a contractor who told them, "You can't build a church here because you have a 
creek running through the property."  A creek did meander, somewhat diagonally through the 
property.  It was a source of irrigation for Emil Schneider’s farm but of no benefit to this 
construction site because it split the property.  Five acres were usable, but the other five were not. 
The contractor continued, "You can't build a church here; too close to this creek to comply with 
the building code."   
 
That same afternoon the roar of bulldozers, road graders, and excavators echoed from the 
western side of the property from all the way across Wadsworth Boulevard.  Businesses like 
Target and other retail stores were being constructed.  Ever the problem solver and decision 
maker, Father John had an idea.  After some thinking, one of his first statements was, "If Moses 
could part the Red Sea, I can move the creek!"  Mike Howard 
looked at him in disbelief and said, "Just how are you going to do 
that?"   
 
Father John pointed to the front loaders and bulldozers and said, 
"I'm going to go over there, and I will have those guys come over 
and move the creek."  He hiked across the field and across 
Wadsworth to barter with this crew.  He promised he would serve 
them steaks and all the beer they wanted if they would come over 
the next Sunday and move the creek.  Delighted by the offer, they 
made a deal.  
 
The following Sunday ditches were dug, dirt moved, and the water 
re-directed so the flow was many yards away from the new 
building site.  Without discussion, all plans aligned with the building 
codes.  Father John knew what needed to be done and that the Holy Spirit would help him find a 
way. 
 
"He was like magic," said Gerry.  He had a big robust personality that drew people to him.  All 
kinds of people liked doing things with him.   
 
THE NAME, "SPIRIT OF CHRIST" 
 
The name for the new parish, "Spirit of Christ Catholic Community," evolved 
over time.   Barb Howard remembers reading a passage from St. Paul while 
sharing with her neighborhood community.  The phrase "Spirit of Christ" 
appears in Romans 8.  She liked it.  At the same time Mike brought home a 
gift for Barb: an etching of the Risen Christ by staff artist Pat Tacito.  It was 

Bishop Hanifen and Father John at g
roundbreaking

Father John moving the creek 
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printed on the cover of the Easter issue of the Empire Magazine in 1973.  A copy of the art work 
and the name were presented to the Steering Committee. Other names were also suggested and 
eventually voted on by the parish. The selection was nearly unanimous that it be "Spirit of 
Christ". 
 
The name was actually submitted to the archdiocese three times by Father John.  Their 
application form asked for two other suggestions, but Father John entered "Spirit of Christ 
Community" all three times. On the third submission of the application, two objectionable names 
were sent along with the favored one.  Finally, the Archdiocese approved the parish choice.  
However, they required that the official name be “Spirit of Christ Catholic Community”; an 
experience in true compromise.  At that time this was very unusual.  It was not customary to use 
a term describing a mystical attribute of Jesus as the name for a new parish.   
 
Karen Alderman wrote:  “Spirit of Christ did not stand for the Holy Spirit even though we 
believed strongly in His guidance.  Spirit of Christ stood for the attitude and message of Christ--
we would be the living, breathing example of his spirit.  I remember that Archbishop Casey 
wondered if there was a hidden meaning in our name and we explained it just that way.  Over 
time our name may have evolved into a closer connection with the Holy Spirit but early on it was 
the spirit of Christ's time on earth." 
 
THE MAIN CHURCH 

 
The new building was simple and unadorned because the 
community believed we would "find Christ in one another."  
There were double-door entrances on the west and east sides. The 
sanctuary was created to hold 500 people for Mass. With the 
community unable to afford pews, chairs were purchased and 
arranged in a semi-circle, allowing people to have access to each 
other.  The chairs could be moved for other activities, such as 
meetings, prayer groups, and religious education.  Those same 

chairs were used in that worship space for 20 years before the 
current church was built.  

  
There were no stained glass windows or statues.  These pilgrim people  wanted to see Christ in 
each other without distracting adornment.  This simple sacred space nurtured the true meaning of 
community as celebrated in the Eucharist. 
 
THE ALTAR, BACKDROP, AND CHOIR 

 
The first altar was hand-made with a curved shape 
reminiscent of the Arc.  The front panel was 
decorated with other symbols representing the 
Eucharist. 
 
Lightly colored, heavy wooden beams stretched 
above and supported the ceiling.  The height gave a 
feeling of reverence.  The backdrop behind the altar 

The first church building 
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was lightly stained cedar plywood, decorated with short rectangular pieces of 2 x 4’s, remnants 
from the construction of the building.  First, they were cut in different lengths and sanded, then 
volunteers stained the pieces and attached them to the backdrop in a decorative irregular pattern.   
Also inlaid on the backdrop were symbols of the seven sacraments.  In the center of the altar 
piece was a large darkened stylized image of Jesus, his hands outstretched with the symbol of his 
"spirit," the dove, before him.  All the art was designed by Sister Martha Clare Bond, a teacher at 
St. Anne's School. 
 

The newly formed choir led by Bob Feustel was on 
the right side of the altar. The first choir had eight 
members; three still sing today: Clyde DeBello, 
Janelle Hartman, and Gerry Schneider. Since then 
the choir has expanded greatly. They traditionally 
sang for the 10:15A.M. Mass on Sundays, and for 
special celebrations.  Spirit of Christ has developed 
a reputation for exceptional music, and the music 
ministry has grown and flourished over the years. 

   
 
THE JESUS FIGURE 
 
One Sunday, Father John asked if any parishioners had a heated 
space they could offer for the artistic creation of the Jesus figure.  
John and Bonnie Capone volunteered;  Bonnie said, "It was in 
our garage."  Someone had given them an old heater and "John 
put that old banged up furnace in there.  Sister Martha Clare 
would come over every day after school to work on the figure."  
 
Bonnie related: "So Sister came up and she started her Jesus 
there in the garage.  It looked fine until she started staining it so 
dark."  Originally it was white because it was made of plaster.  
Bonnie continued, "Well, it didn't look quite fine..." 
 
"One day Sister made the face and I went out and looked at it.  
Then the kids and I looked at it.  We said, ‘Oh, he looks so stern!'  So John came home a little bit 
later and I said, 'Come and see what you think.'”  
  
John stood looking over the piece and evaluated the figure.  “Oh, this is bad," Bonnie recalled 
him saying.  "And he phoned the rectory at St. Anne's.  It was like you called the fire department!  
This car drove up and all four doors flew open and all the priests got out!"   
 
"They came in--all were hovering over this and they said, ‘Oh, yes, you're right!  You're right!  
You have to get her right back over here before this dries!'  It was just plaster over chicken 
wire—CHICKEN WIRE!" 
 
Sister Martha Clare Bond was a wonderful artist who created figures in miniature.  Her specialty 
was Nativity scenes. In the early years, one of her delightful sets was displayed during Christmas 

An early choir 
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at Spirit of Christ.  She had worked on this rendering of Jesus from the 6 inch miniature model 
she had made.  It was her first attempt at anything quite so large. 
 
It was a white Jesus when it got to Spirit of Christ for the 
trial installation.  Then Jesus was brought back to the 
garage for staining, which Sister did repeatedly.  It got 
darker and darker.  As Bonnie kept the doors closed to 
contain the smell, Sister Martha Clare continued her hard 
work.  After the figure was installed and as time went on, it 
had several nicknames.  Even though it was both loved and 
hated, it was very much the memorable focal point of the 
first altar.  "This nun worked so hard and put her love in it," 
said Helen Hauptman. The piece was later replaced, and 
unfortunately, no one knows where either the figure or the 
dove has gone. 
 
 
THE LOWER LEVEL 
 

From the beginning, Father John 
wanted a gym to be a part of the 
building so the neighborhood teens 
would have a place to form 
community. They played basketball, 
and held other events there. This 
lower level was a multi-purpose area, 
complete with the first parish kitchen 

and several meeting rooms. Barb Howard and many founders remember Mardi Gras 
celebrations, Oktoberfest, and New Year’s Eve parties. Then there was the 
time parishioners tried to see how many of them would fit into a Volkswagen!  Many delicious 
and creative pot luck parties were held there as various ministry groups came together. 
 
GENEROUS EFFORT 
 
What was remarkable about this first building was the generous effort of the founding families in 
donation of time and talent to its construction. There is a long list of volunteers who gave so 
graciously.  Money was tight, so founders donated equipment and supplies, cleaned bathrooms, 
scrubbed floors, vacuumed, and polished the altar.  Everything possible was donated by the 
members  in order to save money. These dedicated people realized that each generation defines 
what church is for them and hears the Spirit speaking individually and in community. The 

founders responded to the call of the Holy Spirit, each in his or her own way.  To 
be able to work together and bond as community was a blessing for all who 
contributed so generously. 
 
Jerry Radcliffe offered time on the Maintenance Committee.  He and his wife, 
Joyce, helped with painting walls.  Once, Jerry came home from the Army/Navy 

Backdrop in the original church 
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store with an ammunition box.  Joyce recalled, "He had been given the task of providing a first 
aide kit for the basement.  There needed to be first aide supplies close by if someone was hurt."  
So Jerry bought some gray marbled contact paper, covered the box, and put a red cross on top of 
it.  He filled it with bandages and other emergency supplies.  He then took it to church and hung 
it in the little hallway near the bathrooms.  It remained there until the remodel of the basement 
only a few years ago!"  
 
DEDICATION MASS, JULY 1, 1975 
 
The building was completed.  Parishioners spent many hours preparing for the celebration Mass.  
Some were taking plastic off of the chairs and dusting them before setting them up. Others 
washed floors and cleaned bathrooms.  Music was carefully chosen for the combined choirs of 
The Shrine of Anne Parish and Spirit of Christ Catholic Community. 
 

 The Dedication Mass was July 1, 1975, with 
Archbishop James V. Casey as the principal 
celebrant.  He was assisted by Father Dave 
Sobieszczyk, the first pastor, and Father John 
Martens, our administrator, guide and 
shepherd.  Priests from neighboring parishes 
also attended.  Mike Howard served as the 
deacon, and Dick Baker was the commentator.  
Dee Connell and Jack Ward were lectors.  
Each family brought an offering of flowers to 
the altar as a sign of unity and community 
spirit.  Though the Mass was beautiful, there 
was some bittersweet sadness as Father John 

had already been assigned to a new position with 
the Claretians in Los Angeles.  He was dearly loved and the gift of his leadership would be 
greatly missed. 
 
Liturgies at Spirit of Christ continue the legacy of 
the founders in a sincere effort to give meaning and 
support to all.  Parishioners affectionately greet 
each other and stand together to say “Yes” in the 
great Amen.  They hold hands and sing the Grayson 
Brown version of the "Our Father".  The sign of 
peace - handshake, hug, or kiss, includes everyone.  
People lean across their seats or even walk across 
the aisle to hug a friend.  Once, Denis Hoelting 
grabbed hands with an older man standing in the 
back of the church who then turned to him and said, 

"This is a long way from Sioux City!" 
 
 
 
 

Archbishop Casey celebrates the dedication Mass 

"Our Father" 
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SPIRIT OF CHRIST'S MISSION VISION STATEMENT 
 
Jean Breay remembers many times when 
founders met with Dick Baker to put into words 
what the mission of Spirit of Christ would be.  
Arvada Trinity Presbyterian Church located at 
77th Ave. and Vance St. was very generous to 
their new neighbors.  In the spirit of ecumenism, 
the Presbyterians lent them  a meeting room, as 
Spirit of Christ was not quite finished.  On a 
board Dick would write ideas offered by the 
group, and then people would voice their 
opinions and thoughts.  It spanned many 
evenings, and took many weeks to compose.  It 
was read over and over.  Dick compiled the 
thoughts and worked with it. Finally, by concensus, 
the original Mission Statement was agreed upon, and stated as follows:  
 
The goal of Spirit of Christ Catholic Community is to establish an environment which is 
Christian, in which Jesus Christ is experienced, lived and preached in such a manner that it 
becomes the way of life of the community. 
 
The Steering Committee then placed this statement as the first paragraph of the parish 
constitution.   
 
At the close of the Second Vatican Council in 1965, sixteen official documents had been issued. 
Three of these documents in particular had a great effect on the founding of Spirit of Christ and 
the development of the Mission Statement.  These three alone comprise thousands of pages. The 
following is a microcosm at the heart of their meaning. 
 
A. Constitution of Sacred Liturgy (1963)  Worship is all-inclusive.  The people should understand 
liturgy and have an active part in it.  Liturgical renewal was marked by community, participation, 
intelligibility, the word of God and cultural adaptation.  Liturgy is public worship of God.  
Through the celebration of the liturgical year and the sacraments, the new directives were put in 
place.  Most were pleased to have the altar facing them and the Mass in their own language.  The 
lay people realized that they were an integral part of all that was being celebrated.  Slowly, being 
immersed into the mystery of who God is, began to be understood.  This is the gift of sacred 
worship always given the highest priority by Spirit of Christ.   
 
B. Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium--Light of Nations, November, 1964) The church 
is the people of God, a community.  This document emphasized the dignity, equality, and mission 
of the nonordained in the church.  Both laity and pastoral leadership strive together for the 
fullness of a Christian life of love, a life in Jesus Christ.   "A Vatican II parish will be a Christian 
community, a fellowship where members know and care for each other and are united around the 
Risen Christ and his Spirit."   
 
C. Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (Gaudiem et Spes, Joy and Hope, December, 
1965)  This document reaffirms that the Catholic Church is to be a moral force in the world for 

Father Martens, Dennis Finley, Duane Cory, and D
ick Baker



 

17 

justice and peace.  Catholics must be aware of the great issues facing humankind, and do what is 
possible for human needs, human rights, justice and peace.  To this day peace, justice, and care 
of the poor are the hallmarks of parish life at Spirit of Christ.  The practice of stewardship is 
actual proof of our committtment to these directives.  
 
MIKE HOWARD, PERMANENT DEACON 
 
Previously there have been several references made to Mike 
Howard.  He was so loved by the parishioners, it would do well 
to expand on his biography.  After two years of theological 
study and spiritual preparation at St. Thomas Seminary,  Mike 
was ordained a Permanent Deacon in a ceremony held March 
22, 1975 at All Saints Catholic Church.  He was one of 36 in 
the second Archdiocesan class of deacons, a ministry restored 
by Vatican II. Mike stated specifically, "Barbara and I view the 
diaconate as a joint ministry.  We attended the classes at St. 
Thomas Seminary together."  Mike approached his 
responsibilities as a deacon seriously and prayerfully in his 
service to Spirit of Christ over a span of 36 years.  
 
In the beginning he had assisted with the development and organization of neighborhood areas, 
continued to chair the Liturgy Committee, and assisted Father Dave Sobieszczyk.  Mike 
participated in the ongoing study program, with his responsibility first to his family, then to his 
employer, and then to his ministry as an ordained deacon.  Parishioners lovingly recall that he 
was a founder and caring guide for Spirit of Christ.  Many remember he opened his homilies 
with a minute of silence, asking parishioners to pray for him.  He wrote, "Whatever we are, 
priests, deacons, married couples, widowed persons or singles, we are all called to give of 
ourselves...we are called to serve Christ and his people, the Church." Since then, a surprising 
number of men from Spirit of Christ have answered the call to become deacons.  At this writing 
there are 16 permanent deacons from Spirit of Christ, and we are looking forward to a total of 18 
in the near future.  
 
THE BEGINNING YEARS AT SPIRIT OF CHRIST 
 
Father David Sobieszczyk, Pastor, May, 1975 - May, 1981 
Father Dorino DeLazzer,  Associate Pastor, June, 1977 to May, 1981 
 

The first diocesan pastor of Spirit of Christ 
Catholic Community was Father Dave 
Sobieszczyk, originally from Loop City, 
Nebraska.  He was born the middle child in a 
family of nine sisters and two brothers.  He 
had served four years in the Air Force.  On 
his return from the military he entered the 
seminary in Denver where his family was 
living at the time.  After ordination his first 
assignments were small rural parishes in 
Stratton and Burlington.  He was assistant 
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pastor at Mother of God Parish in Denver before coming to Spirit of Christ.   
 
Bob and Candy Frie describe him as a kind man who enjoyed frequent and numerous visits with 
parishioners in their homes.  "He tried to walk the walk of our mission mandate."  Joyce 
Radcliffe remembers Father Dave as a good friend who would periodically drop in around dinner 
time.  With five sons, Joyce was glad that she had the extra food.  Father Dave used to tell her 
sons that if any of them could spell his name correctly he would give them a dollar. Father Dave 
was described  by Theresa Baker as "a beautiful, gentle, prayerful soul, a soft-spoken Polish 
priest who had a quiet sense of humor."  Father Dave even spent the day at the Capone house 
when John came home from the hospital recovering from surgery.  He brought a home-baked pie, 
one of his trademark hospitality gifts for his parishioners. Father Dave had a special place in his 
heart for the bereaved and the elderly.  With his encouragement, the Young at Heart Senior 
Ministry began October 27, 1978.  It started with just 24 members.  In 2013 it had grown to 429 
people who enjoy being an integral part of the community. 
 

Janette Fayhoe recalls: "He had the temperament that he 
would let people do what they needed to do. His hands–off 
style gave early SOC people their legs, and he was 

supportive.  Parishioners developed new ministries and he said ‘Yes.'  Father Dave by his 
personality gave this community lay strength; he wouldn't stand in the way."  
 
Eloise Nollenberger said he was quiet but would share a lot about his family, especially his 
sisters.  She was the first paid secretary for the parish and a great support to Father Dave in those 
early days.  There was some confusion at that time about people's role in leadership.  Since the 
post Vatican II Council years were a time of so many changes, a number of priests were not 
prepared for the new model of parish life.  Even so, the pastor always had the leadership and 
decision-making responsibility. There were some parishioners, however, who felt that the lay 
people were now in charge.  These conflicting views caused great struggle as some lay people 
took over responsibilities that were not theirs.    
 
LAYING OF THE SOD 
 

The Building Committee organized the sod laying and 
practically all of Spirit of Christ Catholic Community showed 
up to do the work.  Families with children and teens came in 
droves, rolling up their sleeves for the manual labor.  In 
addition to sod-laying,  many worked serving and setting up 
tables for drinks and refreshments.  Later they helped with the 
pot-luck supper. Cathy Callahan says the sod-laying weekend 
was like a "barn-raising."  She was in charge of serving food.  
She asked for pot luck dishes from parishioners, and received 
pizza donations from Pietrafesso's Restaurant--a pizza parlor 
that was across from the church at 80th and Wadsworth.  It 
was a wonderful experience with so many families and kids 
involved. 
 
Father Dave certainly came for the event.  He was willing to 

take jokes, as a sign from the sod-laying weekend read:  "Father David:  Green side up!” On sod-

Father Dave celebrating a home Mass 
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laying day these young people had a contest with the forklift driver lifting rolls of sod off the 
flatbed.  Because of their excitment and enthusiasm, the youth could lay the sod faster than the 
driver could deliver it.  
 
HANDS OF CHRIST--HOC 
 
This group of teens was actually formed before the sod-laying.  The 5:00 PM Saturday Mass 
became the youth Mass.  They got together for suppers  afterwards and HOC evolved. They held 
meetings and had yearly elections for officers.  Their first president was John Hagan, Esther and 
Al's son.   As the years passed, the original members were getting older and moving on, leaving 
younger friends and siblings to continue the group.  Many adults also volunteered as leaders.   
 
The assistant pastor, Father Dorino De Lazzer, 
was involved and came to the meetings.  He 
guided the youth spiritually.  Teens planned the 
Mass for Ascension Thursday, balloons and all.  
There were a number of activities throughout 
the year and the retreats were a highlight.  A 
truly memorable experience was the passion 
play directed by Father Dorino.  It was live, and 
was performed by members of HOC during 
Holy Week.   Both Breay brothers, Ed and Scott, 
portrayed Jesus at different times.  Held in the 
evening, using beautiful music and powerful 
readings, it was a moving presentation staged in the darkened church. The large, beamed 
wooden cross, donated by Emil Schneider, is still used during Holy Week. No one can forget 
the sound of pounding nails or the drop of the heavy crucified "Christ" into the base echoing 
through the worship space. 
 
HOC also had a number of social events, such as dances in the gym, camping trips, and picnics. 
Many of those attending came from involved Spirit of Christ families.   
Hands of Christ members visited nursing homes. They also delivered turkey dinner baskets at 
Thanksgiving.  Cindi (Finn) Breay tells this very moving story: 
 
"I remember delivering one of the holiday meals and we were in a really bad part of Denver.  
And a door opened like this much (showing a few inches) and the barrel of a shotgun was 
sticking out.  We were like, ‘Oh, my gosh!  Here we were a bunch of kids from the suburbs'.   We 
told them we had a holiday meal for them.  A lady opened the door and there was nothing in that 
apartment but a mattress on the floor, and a little child was lying on it.  When we got in there she 
offered us a piece of chicken that she was cooking for dinner.  I remember being so touched by 
that.  You know…. we did good things." 
 
FIRST PARISH COUNCIL  
 
Parish membership numbered 700 at the opening of Spirit of Christ.  Those diligent members of 
the Steering Committee had finished their task of building the church.  They had also done the 
planning for the new committees and the early financing.  Now they knew it was time to pass on 
their responsibilities and wanted to serve in other ways.  The first Parish Council was 

A Passion play-Ed Breay 
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established. Votes were cast for nominees in April, 1975.  Those elected were to serve for either a 
one or two year term.  The first president was Bill Breay.  The first Council members were Tom 
Callahan, Jim Englund, Judy Hoelting, Duane Cory, Clyde DeBello, and Helen Hauptman.  

 
The fledgling community was now challenged to 
acquire adequate furniture to conduct meetings.  There 
were the chairs for sure,  but there were no tables.  So 
a donation was made of a large empty wooden spool 
previously used for electrical cable.  It was rolled in 
and set on its side.  Jean Breay 
said, "This round table is what got  
things going!"  Council members 
now sat in a circle and all were 
equal.  Jean continued, "We didn't 
have a head of the table.  We didn't 

have somebody at the end.  Everybody had a voice and decisions were made 
by consensus."  
 
The first parish council expanded Spirit of Christ's  Mission Statement, and 
held a special Commitment Sunday, May 23, 1976.  Judy Hoelting hand 
lettered the new version of the document in beautiful calligraphy.  This was 
viewed as an opportunity to restate our covenant by signing our names at the 
bottom. There were over 100 signers that day. Later it was framed and it now 
hangs on the wall at the entrance to the Mother Theresa room.  
 
 
FINANCES    
 
The Parish Council remained firm that Spirit of Christ would be a Stewardship Parish. New 
parish families were young, and though contributing what they were able in time, talent, and 
treasure, financial needs were ever-demanding and a difficult challenge.   
 
There were still construction expenses.  Even though the city of Arvada had granted zoning and 
building permits, it allowed only so much time to phase in completions and improvements 
required for compliance.  "And so as time passed, the deadline kept coming," recounted Bob 
Frie.  All those things cost money.  The Council wondered if a choir director or a new office 
person could be hired.  There was a payroll to meet for Father Dave and Sister Mary Alice Falk, 
the first Director of Religious Education.  In addition, the monthly payments on the $400,000 
mortgage had to be made. 
 
There was only one collection at each Mass on Sundays as the community continued to grasp the 
meaning of Stewardship. As mentioned earlier, the first Parish Council was dedicated to helping 
others in need by taking 2 % off the top of all offerings each month and by using it as the tithe. 
This also meant saying “no” to those who wanted fund-raisers, bazaars, and raffles.  Money was 
badly needed, so this refusal was not easily accepted. 
 
This need for funds was a serious challenge.  Long difficult discussions, even into the early 
morning hours, kept the Council in session.  Then a special door-to-door campaign was 
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organized.  Volunteers went out asking parishioners for pledges; the people responded 
generously.  This was their community and it was their responsibility to keep things stable.  
  
Then, for the second time, Mike Howard and Father Dave had to go to Archbishop Casey to ask 
for money.  Barb Howard said this next story was Mike's favorite.  This last time they made their 
plea for more money, Archbishop Casey was not happy.  Actually, he and his staff never believed 
that stewardship at Spirit of Christ would ever succeed.  Quoting Barb, the Archbishop told 
Mike, "I know what you're trying to do out there but if you come to me for money one more time 
I'm going to sell that place to the Baptists!" 
 
Despite the financial struggles Spirit of Christ had in those early years, the desire to be a 
stewardship community was foremost.  It has succeeded, but the overall approach is a continuing 
education for parishioners. Over time, the tithe of Sunday collections has grown abundantly.  The 
original 2 % donation in 1975 grew to 15% by 2013.  Each time we exceed our projected budget, 
we increase the tithe.  Each time we increase, we are blessed with more than we need.  Faith and 
courage have been abundantly rewarded. 
 
REFUGEE FAMILIES 
 
Simultaneous to the opening of the parish, “C C” Sweeney, as head of  Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese and a member of Spirit of Christ, knew  many displaced families from South Viet 
Nam needed homes as the war had just ended. The hearts of parishioners went out to these 
people.  Many churches nationwide began sponsoring families so they could get out of the 
refugee camps. Spirit of Christ joined the effort. Mike and Andrea Hendricks, Bonnie and John 
Capone, Bob and Candy Frie, Linda and Chuck Warner, and many others of the community 
volunteered.  

 
Three families were sponsored.  Former Col. Nguyen 
Minh Tien  (a Vietnamese Air Force Major) his wife Tan, 
and their young daughter were one family. His wife's 
brother, his wife and three children were a second family, 
and a doctor and his father were a third.  They all came 
together and Spirit of Christ members met them at 
Stapleton Airport in August of 1975.  Their new homes 
would be in an apartment complex at 79th Avenue and 
Oberon Road in Arvada.  
 
Various items were donated for each of these families, 
and lists were in the Sunday bulletins for towels, linens, 

lamps, a picnic table and benches, cleaning supplies, bikes, 
and food staples.  Women of the parish sewed for them.  Countless hours and many miles were 
donated driving these refugees to doctor appointments, job interviews, and schools.  Kindness 
poured from parishioners who answered "Yes" to their need.  In time, these families were able to 
buy their own homes. 
 
In the parish archives, there is a letter written by Major Tien to his new parish.  He expressed the 
families' gratitude for all that was being done for them.  He had been a member of the United 
Nations forces and lost a leg and an eye in battle.  It is a moving story telling of difficulties and 

The Nguyen family 
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great challenges.  Throughout the succeeding decades, Spirit of Christ has had a long tradition of 
helping refugees and families in need.    
 
TOUCH COMMITTEE (Together Our Understanding, Care, and Help) 
 
Spirit of Christ was a young community when it 
began as a parish.  There weren't many funerals, 
but soon both Bonnie Capone and Karon Godfrey 
saw the need to help the bereaved.  The breath of 
the Spirit stirred their compassion.   When 
announcements were made at Sunday Mass about 
the upcoming funerals, they worked together to 
sign up volunteers to help with the meals for the 
bereaved.  Then they made follow-up calls.  On 
the day of the funeral Bonnie and Karon would 
provide the main dish, and the volunteers would 
bring desserts or salads.  Sometimes Bonnie or 
Karon took these meals to the homes before the gym was ready.  Often their husbands, John and 
Lanny, helped to set up the gym for the gatherings after the funerals.  Later the parish bought the 
ham and drinks.  Sometimes both women, and then others, took the time to just talk to those who 
had lost loved ones. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
Father Dave Sobieszczyk hired Sister Mary Alice Falk, CPPS, in September, 1977.  Before her 
arrival, children and teens attended home classes or the program at St. Anne's.  After some time 
as a volunteer helping Sister Alice, Eloise Nollenberger was hired as her part-time assistant.  
There was so much work to do because everything had to be built from the ground up.   
 
Sister Alice recalled that Spirit of Christ 
"was a Catholic community which was 
innovative, on the cutting-edge, willing 
to take risks, to lead.  It was a people 
filled with the Spirit of Christ and the 
Spirit of Vatican II.  The people were on 
fire with the Spirit.  They were dynamic.  
The Church was them, and they knew it.  
They carried this knowledge with 
responsibility.  All were welcome.  All 
were needed.  Who would not have been 
thrilled to be a part of this alive people 
of God?"  
 
Sister Alice introduced the Paulist Press GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) program.  She first 
surveyed the adults on faith, doctrine, church, sacraments, morality, and social issues. An 
overwhelming 65% returned the survey. After reviewing the results, a meeting was arranged to 
consider the pros and cons, and to prioritize topics.  Sister then followed the mini-church format, 
and structured religious education sessions to involve the whole family.  She trained people from 
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the community to conduct these classes. These couples or individuals would oversee the sessions 
and activities scheduled at the church on different days (except for Football Mondays!).  
 
Other couples were trained to lead the baptismal and marriage prep programs.  Several training 
sessions were held for these sacraments.  The groundwork she laid was greatly appreciated.  
 
SMALL COMMUNITIES 
 

After the "Neighborhood Area" concept of 
geographical boundaries was initiated, Spirit of 
Christ moved from this idea to forming mini-
parishes.  This allows members of similar age or 
interests to gather, no matter what their area.  
Some parishioners still participate in their original 
groups.  In 2013, Barb Howard's group was 43 
years old!  New small communities are always 
forming.  Jump-starts to creating new groups came 
from Renew and Journey, and now from Lenten 
and Advent programs.  The concept of small faith 

sharing groups continues to evolve over time.  Currently, these groups are referred to as Small 
Church Communities.  People share their lives and faith with one another, and each small 
community is as unique as its members.   
 
LITURGY 
 
As a Deacon, Mike Howard continued to be ever-involved in the liturgy at Spirit of Christ. He 
counseled families and helped plan funerals.  He was known to "walk with the people" in need. 
His homilies were full of "Michaelese" where he would frequently use North Denver 
pronunciations such as "youse" and "idée".  During homilies he talked directly to the people.  
Many remember he called Dick Baker forth at Mass one 
Sunday, saying, "Dick, you need to become a deacon!"  
 
Large numbers of parishioners volunteered to help at the 
weekend Masses. The job of overseeing lectors and 
Eucharistic ministers began to develop. For many years Sue 
McNulty signed for the deaf at Masses. The altar decorations, 
various candles, fabrics, and banners were all planned behind 
the scenes. Jean Breay, Janette Fayhoe, and others served on 
the Liturgy Committee.  Waldemar Perez, a parishioner and 
an architect by vocation, began his own education in Catholic 

liturgy and developed creative 
presentations.  He did "all things 
to get people enthusiastic about 
it."  He wanted parishioners to 
remember these liturgies.  A fun 
time recalled by founders was the 
year live Christmas trees were 
hung from the ceiling as seen Easter Liturgical Environment 1988 

Hanging Christmas trees 
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here. 
 
 
THE STATUE OF MARY 

 
Towards the end of Father Dave’s time at Spirit 
of Christ, and knowing Vatican II reminded 
Catholics that Mary 
is the Mother of the 
universal Church, 
Mike Howard, 
Barb, and their 
daughter Julie, met 
Father Dorino at his 
family home in 
Italy in 1980. This 
was just north of 
Venice in the Italian 

Dolomites. They all went to the famous religious wood-carving 
Alpine village of Ortisei to order a statue of Mary.  They chose the 
piece at the Demetz Studio. It depicts Mary as a delightful young 
girl.  It is the natural color of the wood and the features are simple 
and very inspiring.  After a mistake by the company, the correct 
statue was finally sent. When it arrived, it was placed in the niche to the East of the tabernacle.  
Today she has the place of honor in the new building. 
 

As with most Catholics, Bonnie Capone has great devotion to Mary. She is particularly moved 
by Mary’s response to the sacred call of the Archangel Gabriel.  Mary’s answer “Yes” to God’s 
invitation to be the mother of His Son is beautifully expressed in the Magnificat.  Bonnie has 
many charming stories of May Crowning celebrations, some held even before our first church 
was built.  There are a number of photos from those times in the archives. She spent many happy 
hours helping give people the opportunity to pray the rosary together.  Her main focus was the 
children who really enjoyed those special events.  
 
“YES” 
 
Throughout this history of the founding of Spirit of Christ, the unifying word is simply YES.  
From the response to the challenge of growth in North Arvada in the early 1970’s, to the 
construction of the new building we enjoy today, after much prayer, discernment, and 
compromise, the answer of parishioners is YES.  Faith is not certainty.  It is being at peace with 
mystery and the unknown.  This recouting of the last forty years as a parish family is that of a 
group of people walking together into the future with a priceless gift, that of believing that they  
are being led by the Holy Spirit.  Change and commitment are always difficult.  Without concrete 
promises and assurances, they still respond to the challenge of trying to make the world a better 
place with an unqualified YES. 
 

Deacon Mike, Father Dorino, and an Italian woodcar
ver select from various statues of Mary 

May Crowning 
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All events, whether liturgical, celebratory, educational, or outreach within the parish and within 
our community are always successful because of our volunteers. We are who we are because of 
them. We bagan with volunteers who answered yes-our strength is still our volunteers. We live 
our legacy. 
 
This pilgrim people have most definitely been guided and loved all along by the remarkable 
pastors, assistants, and deacons who have been sent our way.  With every change, problem, or 
step out in faith they have truly been creative leaders and mentors for the parish.  It is safe to say 
that the accomplishments of the last forty years would not have been possible without their faith 
in their people and in the true “Spirit” of Christ. 
 
 
 
Following is a short recounting of the talented pastors who came to Spirit of Christ after Father 
David Sobieszczyk, beginning with Father Ken Leone in 1981. 
 
 
 
 
FATHER KENNETH LEONE 
PASTOR JUNE, 1981 TO JUNE, 1993 
 
“Always remember there once was a priest that Jesus sent to y
ou who fell deeply in love with you.”             
Father Ken, Final Homily, May, 1993  
 
Father Ken Leone was the second pastor of Spirit of Christ.  M
any parish founders realized early on that he was a man who de
eply loved Jesus.  That is the only way he could communicate t
he love of Jesus so strongly to others.  When he was assigned t
o Spirit of Christ it would be his first big city parish as a pastor.  
He was very excited about his new post because this parish was 
only six years old and had been founded on Vatican II principles.  
On being appointed pastor he recalls, “I was overjoyed because I 
had heard of your faith and love for each other.”   
 
He went right to work, leaving his previous assignment six months early.  His goal was simple an
d clear:  he wanted to learn about the best practices used by parishes all over the country so that h
e could tailor them for his new flock.  He started networking with people in the diocese who kne
w about such things. Eventually he traveled all over the country to see for himself those that wer
e highly recommended.  On his travels to California, New Mexico, Texas, New Jersey, and sever
al other places, he was able to witness first hand what made these parishes so outstanding and ins
piring.  The pastors and lay ministers could detail for him just how and why their programs were 
so successful.  Father Ken carefully catalogued all the information he gathered, ready for future u
se. 
 
The people at Spirit of Christ had very much looked forward to the arrival of their new pastor. So
me had already heard positive things about Father Ken.  The very first thing he did was to go to t

Father Ken and his Starbursts 



26 

he meetings of all the volunteer and ministry groups then functioning in the parish.  He just want
ed to observe and become familiar with how things worked. 
 
It was truly a blessing that Father Ken had so much skill and talent.  As mentioned earlier, this yo
ung parish was experiencing growing pains.  Being one of the first Vatican II parishes definitely 
presented challenges.  The role of lay people in matters of authority, responsibility, and decision 
making had never been adequately addressed.  Father Dave and the founders certainly faced conf
lict on a regular basis because of this unresolved issue.  Remember, most priests had not been trai
ned in seminary regarding the Vatican II model for parish life.  Father Ken had a special gift that 
served him well for that challenge.  He had the ability to create compromise and consensus.  The 
harmony developed during his tenure set the parish on the path of understanding and shared resp
onsibility that thrives to this day.  
 
The people of Spirit of Christ were always innovative and spontaneous.  Many things just came n
aturally, like joining hands during the “Our Father” at mass.  When he saw this, Father Ken was s
urprised because it was something he had not witnessed before.  In his first years, there was a lot 
of “newness” for him and the parish to discuss and work through together. 
 

Father Ken realized that one major hurdle to be faced was giv
ing framework and cohesion to   the many volunteer groups.  
He enlisted the help of Cindy Thero, a consultant from the Ar
chdiocese. He sought her help in structuring the administratio
n of the parish. In order to find the natural leadership, he initi
ated Parish Renewal weekends. The natural leaders for the va
rious groups did emerge during these gatherings.  The ministr
ies and committees were then given a structure referred to as 
“The Wheel”.  After a time of trial and error, with some firing 

and rehiring of staff, this method of organization became productive.  With such a large number 
of volunteers, professional staff members are still essential to keep things organized and harmoni
ous.  The staff at Spirit of Christ has always been exceptional. 
 
One of the many blessings of Spirit of Christ is the large number of deacons called to service fro
m the parish.  In those early days there were already five:  Mike Howard, Granby Hillyer, Bart Fi
nn, Earl Webster, and Dick Bak
er.  Mike was heavily involved 
in service and performing man
y pastoral duties. Actually, Mik
e was hired as one of the first f
ull-time deacons in the United 
States.  He was a great help to 
Father Ken. In his usual innova
tive style, Father Ken wanted t
o appoint Mike Howard as assi
stant pastor.   However, this wa
s never done.  A deacon is not a
llowed to be an assistant pastor.  
They settled on Mike being a p
rofessional employee along wit

 

Dcn. Hugh Downey, Dcn. Gene Vitello, Father Joe Hartman, Father Da
ve Sobieszczyck, Father Ken Leone, Dcn. Dick Baker, Father John Mart
ens, Dcn. Bart Finn, Dcn. Mike Howard 
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h all the other staff members. 
 
In these early years, the parish was still growing rapidly.  A lot of that was due in part to the war
mth, the charisma, and the reputation of Father Ken.  There was not enough room during weeken
d Masses; people were standing.  Father gave much prayer and consideration to this challenge.  
He started with a parish survey to gauge the feelings of the people regarding the problem of grow
th.  There was much discussion, more prayer and discernment among leadership, and some initial 
plans were made.  More traveling was done.  With the compliments of John Capone as pilot of hi
s own small plane, Father Ken, Bob Austin (Parish Council president), and Waldemar Perez (pari
shioner and professional architect), flew to some innovative building sites.  Consequently, Walde
mar created plans to up-grade the worship space and provide for interior expansion. The gatherin
g space, the Narthex, was created, and a courtyard graced the west entrance.  The ceiling was bui
lt over the gym to add more office and classroom space.  Bill Breay constructed the new wooden 
cross designed by Waldemar to be put above the new Tabernacle.  Bill also made the sleek new w
ooden altar and ambo. 
 
The much discussed back-drop and art work were replaced with a very large translucent white cu
rtain that was opened when the choir was singing.  The changes served to enhance the grace and 
beauty of worship in this space.   
 
One thing that Father Ken saw during his fact finding trips was the use of a projector where the 
words of the mass and the music could be seen by everyone on a large screen hung behind the alt
ar.  It was a great innovation and is still a hallmark of the parish.  With heads and eyes up, everyo
ne can pray and sing and participate without the distraction of missals or song books.   
 
New ministries and ideas were implem
ented during Father Ken’s years.  After 
some time, we all began to realize that 
Spirit of Christ was “on the cutting edg
e” in most areas of the parish life exper
ience.  Probably one of the most memo
rable events was the parish commitme
nt to the Llamba Mission in Africa.  Th
is was the life and passion of parishion
ers Hugh and Marty Downey, begun b
y them before Father Ken was pastor.  
It did not take him long to become dee
ply in love and involved with Llamba.  
Twice the Downeys invited him to Afri
ca to learn just how the mission functio

ned.  If the people of Spirit of Christ wer
e going to support Llamba and take it to their hearts, first hand knowledge was necessary.  Father 
Ken has warm memories of those trips and the result was the adoption of Llamba as our very ow
n. 
   

Deacon Hugh and Marty Downey, Llamba Mission 
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Before Father Ken came to Spirit of Christ he was invol
ved with teens and young people.  The programs he help
ed developed here for them were active and interesting.  
The favorite of the teens was ski retreats.  Father realize
d that the experience of a faith community was essential 
for the spiritual growth of young people.  Many founder
s and their children benefited from these programs. 
 
All other areas of parish life evolved under his gifted an
d dedicated leadership.  With the encouragement of Fath
er Ken, other groups also held retreats for the adults, wh
o appreciated this as much as the teens did.  

  
Stewardship became more functional.  When he first came to the parish, Father Ken was challeng
ed by the program; he had no experience with this philosophy.  But he is a person who believes i
n trusting and letting go.  Soon he realized that Stewardship worked for Spirit of Christ and he w
as dedicated to its success.      
 
Father Ken was a true believer in Small Church Communities. He even joined a small group him
self and often encouraged people to get involved.  He gave great support to Barbara Howard by p
romoting the importance of this way of life.  As Fr. Ken began to more clearly understand Small 
Church Communities, he became a true believer in the energy and holiness present in the small c
ommunity way of being.  In 1987, as a result of a national gathering sponsored by Spirit of Christ 
to more deeply explore the experience of parish-based Small Church Communities, a national an
d international Small Christian Community networking organization called Buena Vista (beautifu
l vision) was born. 
 
Family life was a great concern of Father Ken.  He encouraged Living Matrimony and Marriage 
Encounter.  He had faith and trust in Denis and Judy Hoelting who worked with these programs a
t Spirit of Christ and for the Diocese. 

 
Because of his love for the family and children, he b
ecame known as “The Starburst Priest”.  Small child
ren like to accompany their parents to receive Comm
union.  One Sunday a little four year old boy walked 
up to Communion with his dad.  He asked Father Ke
n, “God, can I have some candy?”  Of course the bo
y was too young to understand the Eucharist, but Fat
her Ken wanted him to know that he was loved and i
ncluded.  Why not Starburst?   They were individuall
y wrapped and he could easily hand them out to all t
he little children.  It has been a tradition at Spirit of 

Christ ever since.  The custom was altered to be a special treat to celebrate birthdays aft
er Mass for young and old, but it i s something everyone still holds dear. 
 

Ski retreat with Father Ken 

Dcn. Hugh Downey, Fr. Ken, Archbishop Sta
fford, Dcn. Mike, Fr. Joe Hartman 
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Father Ken has many great memories of his tw
elve years at Spirit of Christ.  One that really s
tands out was the celebration of the 25th Anniv
ersary of his ordination.  The 
party was huge!  As with all o
f these types of festivities, it 
was skillfully coordinated by 
Kathy Galiffa with the help o
f many volunteers.  The food 
was plentiful and the day was 
perfect.   That Sunday was tr
uly a celebration for the whol
e parish.  John Capone, the re
sident hot air balloon pilot, ga
ve rides to some of the parish
ioners right on the church property.  When he took Father Ken up over the crowd, Father tossed 
Starbursts to the people like a hail storm.  It was an honor for him to be recognized with such a di
splay of love and appreciation. 
 
According to the rules of the diocese, after twelve years, Father Ken was reassigned.  On the Sun
day of his last Masses, he read a letter to the parish which was quoted in the beginning of this sto
ry.  It was a painful time.  The young parishioners and the young priest had matured together in t
hose twelve years.  It was like having a beloved family member being sent away.  What would th
e future be like?  Nobody could imagine, but one thing was certain:  those who had experienced 
any part of those twelve years would never be the same.  The parish had matured together, beco
me a productive community together, solved problems together, and learned to appreciate and tru
st each other.  We are still grateful for the legacy of love and guidance Father Ken gave us. 
 
FATHER BOB KINKEL  
PASTOR JUNE, 1993 TO JUNE, 2005 
 
Change is the one thing in this world of which we are all certain.  Father Ken had been 
transferred.  What would the new pastor be like?  How would he view the history of our short 
eighteen years of growth and effort?  How would things change? 
 
Spirit of Christ was still a young parish in 1993.  The people were proud of all they had 
accomplished.  They were apprehensive about a new pastor but full of hope trusting in the Holy 
Spirit.  Some had heard positive things about the new pastor, Father Bob Kinkel.  For twelve 
years he had been the much-loved pastor at St. Jude’s parish.  He was a graduate of Mullen High 
School and some of his old friends from there were parishioners at Spirit of Christ.  They had 
shared happy memories of him.  There was good reason to be hopeful. 
 
Father Bob’s first homily was met with great enthusiasm.  He was very compassionate toward 
the feelings of the people.  He knew how much Father Ken was missed.  But he just introduced 
himself as the new kid on the block; in the dance of love and service he was just the new partner.  
His pleasant demeanor and great sense of humor put everyone at ease. 
 



30 

One of Father Bob’s first experiences at Spirit of Christ was World Youth Day in August, 1993.  
It was a once in a lifetime celebration for 
Denver and the Archdiocese.  Everyone was 
excited to be part of the event and to 
contribute in some way.  The parish made a 
number of commitments to help the pilgrims 
from all over the world.   Father Bob 
remembers one very hot day getting on a bus 
packed with young people.  All were looking 
forward to seeing Pope John Paul II on August 
15.   Father Bob said, “What a way to start at 
Spirit of Christ with World Youth Day!  It just 
got everything going and to see the spirit, the 
energy, and the commitment of the people—
unbelievable!” 
 
 
During this time, thanks to the hard work and dedication of Mike Howard, Southern Exposure w
as born to serve the housing needs of the people of Juarez, Mexico.  In this wonderful ministry, v
olunteers travel there to erect simple dwellings for the homeless poor of that distressed city.  Ove
r the years many homes have been built there through the kind efforts of parishioners who work t
irelessly, and donate generously to such a deserving effort. 
 
Being pastor is not all about celebrations and socializing.  Father Bob got right to work assessing 
the administration of the parish.  He knew right from the beginning that the basic structure was 
sound.  He even recalled that he knew his job was not to make big changes but to enhance what 
was already working for the parish.   
  
Early on it became apparent that not all committees and volunteers were in regular contact with 
staff leaders, or necessarily affiliated with a ministry.  There were a number of staff members 
who job-shared, but he wanted to assign each specific duties.   Father Bob requested help from 
Rev. Tomas J. Sweetser, S.J.   With the Parish Council they worked to implement the Parish 
Evaluation Project known as PEP. This gave a framework to help Spirit of Christ build a process 
for the parish and pastor to plan for the future. Over a period of three years Father Tom and 
Father Bob met with staff and leadership every quarter to evaluate and discuss creating ministry 
“umbrellas” that would give a sense of direction and cohesiveness.  All committees gathered in 
quarterly leadership meetings to eliminate duplicity of ministry and give accountability to all. 
 
Also of special concern was the Outreach Committee.  There were many branches of 
involvement for staff and volunteers, including Aids, TOUCH, Hope, and Nursing Home 
Ministries. These people organized and implemented all outreach activities for the parish.  They 
were responsible not only for all in-house funding, but also distributing the parish tithe.  So 
Father Tom suggested establishing a Funding Committee to help distribute all resources and 
donations. The committee also created an annual grant application process for the distribution of 
the parish tithe. These improvements served to strengthen and enhance the effectiveness of 
Stewardship and Outreach.    
 

World Youth Day 
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Father Bob was adamant about promoting Social Justice and Peace, based on the Gospel and 
Vatican II.  He invited well-known speakers to address pertinent issues, and was happy to have 

the traveling AIDS quilt displayed 
several times.  He supported “Growing 
Home,” the struggle for rights for 
migrant workers, Make a Difference 
Day, and all the other ministries of 
Spirit of Christ. He helped initiate the 
Life Teen program that would be part 
of the Sunday evening Mass for young 
people.  
 
In January 1994, Father Bob hired 
Barb Howard as the full time staff 
member responsible for Small Church 
Communities.  He was delighted to 
promote this foundation of Spirit of 

Christ. Both saw this not as a program, 
but a symbol of living a life in Jesus 
Christ through community and faith 

sharing.  With Barb’s contributions, Spirit of Christ parishioners were exposed to nationally 
known speakers, engaged in large group events, and had a resource library filled with materials 
for education and discussion.  It was at that time with Barb’s involvement that Small Church 
Communities began being developed worldwide. 
 
A memorable event in Father Bob’s tenure was the 25th Anniversary of the founding of Spirit of 
Christ on June 30, 1999.  For the original founders who were still members, that time was a 
unique experience.  There was an evening Mass concelebrated in the original church by Father 
Bob and Archbishop Chaput, Father Ken, and a number of other priests and deacons who served 
at the parish.  There were many different feelings that evening:  gratitude, joy, a sense of 
accomplishment, excitement, and anticipation about the future.  But by the gift of grace, the ever 
present inspiration of the Holy Spirit could be felt like a warm calming breeze.  The celebration 
was beautiful and memorable, complete with a lovely party. 

 
There was another event held in conjunction with the 
25th Anniversary.  Anyone who was there will recall 
the celebration Mass at the new Elitch’s Amusement 
Park in the picnic pavilion.  Father Bob wore his 
tennis shoes during the liturgy so he could go on all 
the rides.  About 2,100 parishioners, all wearing red t-
shirts, crowded together to share the day.  There was 
singing, dancing, visiting, and a lot of delicious food.  
Everyone was grateful to enjoy being a part of this 
loving spiritual family.  Many wondered later what 
the other patrons at the park must have thought. 
 

Life Teen Mass 
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An important part of administration at Spirit of Christ was the 
Pastoral Council.  Father Bob and Council members discussed 

all manner of topics important to the life of the parish.  After many weeks of discussions about 
overcrowding and increased demands on the facility, it was time to come to a decision. At a 
Pastoral Council meeting, member Bob 

Serkowski finally asked, “Does 
anyone here think we don’t need to build a 
new church?”  Once again in the life of 
Spirit of Christ, it was standing room only 
at many of the Masses.  There was 

consensus to begin discussing a 
plan to deal with the possible need to 
expand.   
                               
The next step, of course, was to form a 
Building Committee comprised of a broad 

spectrum of individuals 
representing the community.  These 

hard working and dedicated people would 
meet for three years, making assessments, 
discussing finances, and creatively planning the expansion.  It is interesting to note that the entire 
project was in the tradition of the founding of the parish.  Every step of the way, the parishioners 
were consulted.  Father Bob, parish liturgist Janette Fayhoe, committee chairman Paul Duncan, 
and many others were determined to make this a community project.  
 
The primary objective was to maintain the original vision of Spirit of Christ.  Parishioners 
wanted a space with a welcoming and nurturing environment that allowed people to experience 
sacredness as well as the ability to see Christ in each other during liturgies. 
 
One important goal for the Building 
Committee was to be sure that all who 
worked on the construction of the new 
facility were aware of and dedicated to the 
fact that this was to be sacred space.  This 
was not just another building; it was a place 
solely for the purpose of worship, of daily 
giving glory and thanksgiving to God.  
There is a declaration on the cover of the 
blueprints, written by the architects, 
specifically describing the type of planners, 
contractors, laborers, and all others needed 
for this work.  “They would have to be 
people whose hearts would glow with an 
awareness that they, through their creativity, 
were taking part in the act of continuing 
God’s creation.”  This sounds like a tall order, but the project did not proceed until the architects 
were sure they had those special people on board. 
 

Interior of the new church 

Mass at Elitch's 

Father "Bob the Builder" 
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Father Bob was very sensitive to the feelings of loss that founders and long time parishioners 
would experience with the decommissioning of their original beloved worship space.   Father 
Bob said, “People were baptized here.  They made their First Communions here.  They were 
married here.  People were buried from here.  There are many memories in this space.”   For 
most, it was in that space that they truly experienced being adults in their Catholic faith.  Moving 
was a bittersweet moment. Before entering the new church, there was a ritual to celebrate a 
farewell to that beloved old space. 
 
Two liturgical appointments were taken from the old to the new: the statue 
of The Blessed Mother, and the Ambry, which displays the sacred oils.  One 
of the design elements of the new church was to meld the best of the old 
with the best of the new.  The old rugged cross used during Lent for 25 
years was shipped to Wisconsin to be incorporated into a new monumental 
stained glass and wood cross that graces the worship space today.  The 
Archdiocese mandated that chairs without kneelers could no longer be used, 
so pews and kneelers were installed.  After many years of sitting in those old 
chairs this would be a big change. 
   
The modified monastic seating style improved the ability to honor the 
presence of Christ in one another.  This architecture enabled the community 
to worship as a unified body, recalling the vision and goals established at the founding of 
the parish. 
 
After spirited negotiations with Archbishop Chaput, permission was given to have a free-
standing chapel with its own tabernacle. This little chapel has become a much cherished and 
well-used sacred space. 

 
The dedication Mass for the new 
building was October 6, 2001.  By that 
day, all the anxiety and apprehension had 
disappeared.  The new church was truly a 
masterpiece.  Somehow you could feel 
that something very sacred had taken 
place in the building of this new worship 
space.  It still defies description, but it 
can certainly be felt.  As an added bonus, 
there were a number of awards given by 
independent professional groups for such 
things as design, innovation, and 
decoration.  It did not take long to love 
this new place as much as the original 

building.  Father Bob often refers to the majesty of the new church by quoting Mother Teresa 
that “it is almost worthy of God”. 
 
It is due to the efforts of Father Bob that the 

official feast day of Spirit of Christ is Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit is never seen with the eyes, or 
heard with human ears.  The Holy Spirit is only heard with the heart, and best experienced as 

Monumental Cross 

Archbishop Chaput celebrating the Dedication Mass 
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part of a community of faith in action.  When asked, it was only natural for Father Bob to have 
this day, Pentecost, marked on the diocesan calendar as our day. 
 
Father Bob has many wonderful memories of his time as pastor.  The people took ownership and 
responsibility for the parish, seeking cooperation and compromise to get things done as a 
community.  He was inspired to see them always support those in trouble or need.  His love for 
the Broncos was heartily shared with his flock.  Everyone enjoyed the orange vestments he wore 
at Mass on Super Bowl Sunday.  Everyone, that is, except the Archbishop.  Father Bob officially 
wore those orange vestments only one time.  He still mentions often that his time as pastor “was 
just fun”.  (insert 2 pictures) 
 
Kathy Galiffa and a large number of volunteers got to use their experience with parties to help 
Father Bob celebrate the 25th anniversary of his ordination.  It was spectacular.  Everyone got to 
dress up because it was in the evening, and the dinner was exceptional.  There was even a large 
party tent put up in the parking lot on the lower level to make room for the large number 
attending.  Father remembers that day with great joy and fondness. 
 
Father Bob’s 12 years as pastor seemed to pass very quickly.  He is a happy priest and the people 
took him to their hearts.  However, it was now time for another transfer, and it was hard to let 
him go.  You just couldn’t help but love that man.  It was difficult for Father Bob to leave, but he 
was mature enough to know that everything would work out just fine.  The Holy Spirit always 
saw to that.  Many remember his favorite motto from Dag Hammerskjold,  “For all that has 
been—THANKS!  For all that will be—YES!”  It is the same YES that parishioners say by 
continuing the commitment to the original mission and vision of the founders under the direction 
of Vatican II.  Father Bob said, “There’s uniqueness in that history, that identity of Spirit of 
Christ”.       
 
MONSIGNOR ED HOFFMAN 
PASTOR JUNE, 2005 TO JUNE, 2006 
 
Diocesan appointments rarely go unnoticed, especially by those affected.  In addition, no one can 
help wondering about the future; 2005-2006 proved to be an unusually surprising and interesting 
year. 
 
Msgr. Ed Hoffman had been a recognized figure in the Archdiocese of Denver for some years bef
ore being assigned to Spirit of Christ.  Many remembered him as the secretary to Archbishop Cas

ey.    He had not spent all his years as a priest in parishes. 
 
In 2005, parishioners were enjoying their new church and working on s
tabilizing things after Father Bob was re-assigned to Edwards, Co.  Ms
gr. Ed Hoffman was assigned to Spirit of Christ partly because of his fi
scal abilities and because there was a large mortgage to be managed.  P
arishioners were not overly concerned about the debt, but it can be a dis
traction to a new pastor. There was no doubt that a creative strategy wa
s needed to get the debt paid without having too many resources going 
needlessly to pay interest. 
 
Like all of our previous pastors, Msgr. Ed took time to review the situat

Palm Sunday, 2006 
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ion and consider what he could do to improve on what was already there.  He decided that there 
was no reason to have a lot of money tied up in savings and investments when the resources coul
d be better used to bring the debt down quicker.  A plan was developed to do just that.  It took so
me time, but it worked. 
 
Msgr. Ed also felt that a restructu ring and downsizing of 
staff would make parish finances more secure in the futu
re.  Those changes were also put i n place. 
 
Parishioners viewed Msgr. Ed as a quiet and highly intell
ectual person.  His homilies were exceptional.  He also h
ad many interests, including scien ce.  Early on, he presen
ted a “Spiritual One-Nighter” abo ut the Church’s teachin
g on evolution.  He finished his ta lk by assuring people t
hat the Church has no conflict wit h the theory of evolutio
n.  The people who listened that n ight were very apprecia
tive of all the work he had done t o help them understand 
and assure them about a rather co mplex topic. 
 
 
However, Msgr. Ed had even mor e surprises in store.  A 
person is not drawn to monastic li fe over night.  The Hol
y Spirit must have been calling Msgr. Ed for some time.  Af ter one year Msgr.asked the 
Archbishop to relieve him of his pastoral duties and allow him to enter the monastery at Snowma
ss.  This was a very unusual request, but it was granted. 
 
The people of Spirit of Christ had a variety of responses to this choice, but in the end most were 
very happy for Msgr. and wished him well in his new life of prayer, solitude, and sacrifice.       
 
FATHER DAVID BLUEJACKET 
PASTOR 2006 TO PRESENT 
 
A change of pastors is an eventful time in the life of any parish. When Msgr. Hoffmann announce
d to the community in early 2006 that he would be leaving as pastor after only one year to join th
e monastery, the parish was faced with the prospect of having three pastors within a period of on
e year.   When the Archdiocese Priest Personnel Board met to consider who should come to Spiri
t of Christ, then-Archbishop Chaput expressed his concern about providing long-term stability to 
the parish. He also expressed his desire to send someone who could manage a large debt. 

 
That same year, Father David Bluejacket was in his ninth year at St. Mary Parish in Littleton.  He 
had completed a multi-million dollar church building project six years earlier and paid off that de
bt, and he was currently in the middle of a major school building project, which was financed wit
hout any debt at all.  Fr. David was also a member of the Priest Personnel Board advising the Arc
hbishop on priest assignments.  At one of these meetings in March, 2006 the Archbishop and prie
sts were discussing who to send to Spirit of Christ as pastor.  Fr. David recalls that several names 
were suggested, but the Archbishop seemed hesitant to select one of them for various reasons.  Fi
nally, someone said to the Archbishop, “Pick someone and ask him to go.” 
 

Msgr.  Hoffman at a Seder Meal, 200
6 
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Fr. David nodded his head in agreement with the suggestion.  Two weeks later, the Archbishop ca
lled him and asked if he would go!!!   After a period of prayer in which Fr. David discerned that 
God wanted him to come to Spirit of Christ, he told the Archbishop that he would gladly accept t
he assignment.   

 
Fr. David was somewhat familiar with the parish because from 1988, when he was ordained a pri
est through 1991, he served at a parish in Northglenn.  During those three years, he would come t
o Spirit of Christ to help with penance services, attend meetings, and other events.  He already kn
ew how vibrant the parish was, and he looked forwa
rd to coming as pastor. 
 
When he arrived, he quickly realized that the remai
ning debt from the church building project was not 
problematic.   He was told how generous the parishi
oners were, and he saw how their “extra” donations 
were actually going to retire the debt early.  With th
at in mind, he made two decisions.  First, he decide
d to fulfill the remaining promises from the original 

construction project that were cut for lack of funds, w
hich included the renovation of the Spirit Center.  He 
also decided to renovate the John XXIII Center.  These projects were completed in 2009, and incl
uded an elevator between the two levels.    That same year, the entire debt was paid off and was f
ormally celebrated at the parish picnic in August. 

 
Second, he decided early on that “bricks, mortar and money” would not serve as a distraction to t
he community.   Instead, he wanted to focus on education and spiritual formation.  Towards that 
end over the years, he gave permission for the Great Adventure Bible Study Program to begin pr
oviding classes on scripture.  The program soon attracted hundreds of people.  He invited Totus T
uus and That Man is You to Spirit of Christ.  He also promoted Spiritual-One-Nighters as well as 
Compass Catholic Ministries, Magnificat Moms and programs for young adults and young marri
ed couples.   He said of these varied opportunities, “I want to cast as 
wide a net as possible, for spiritual growth, to catch as many people 
as possible.”   

 
As well over the years, Fr. David has served as a supervisor for semi
narians and transitional deacons doing their pastoral internships at Sp
irit of Christ.  One of them, a Capuchin Friar named Christopher Ga
ma, was ordained a priest in our parish church on May 31, 2013.  

 
Fr. David himself celebrated his 25th anniversary of ordination to the 
priesthood in July of 2013.  In keeping with the 
tradition of Spirit of Christ, the parish marked th
is special day with Mass, a beautiful dinner and 
reception orchestrated by Kathy Galiffa, and a b io
graphical slide show. 

Father Christopher Gama’s ord
ination 

Burning of the mortgage, 2009 
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As the parish enters into a new de
cade, Fr. David joins the commun
ity in honoring the vision of our f
ounding parishioners, many of w
hom are still active in the parish, 
and in ensuring their legacy so th
at subsequent generations will be
nefit from it as so many already h
ave. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
   
  
    
 

 

Gathering  of Founders at the 35th Anniversary celebration in 2009 

 
OUR STORY CONTINUES.... 
 
One of the favorite things families enjoy doing with each other is sharing their stories.  These 
stories are so loved and retold so many times because they are what defines each of them as 
individuals and as a unique family.  Over the years, the true meaning of what is there begins to 
emerge.  Older members begin to see the wisdom and beauty in all those experiences.  Younger 
and newer members learn who they are and how things came to be.  Their lives, individually and 
as family, have deeper meaning and value than just circumstance.  These stories are the true  and 
lasting treasure that is their legacy to pass on. 
 

Celebration of Father David's 25th anniversary of ordination 
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So it is with a family of faith.  The preceding pages are the story of who Spirit of Christ is and 
how it got to be that way.  There are a number of people mentioned by name who made important 
contributions.  However, it must be remembered that there were many more not named who loved 
Spirit of Christ and gave the best they could to make this parish the place we love today. 
 
The Spirit of Christ family story began as most family stories do—with people who share no 
more than love and faith.  There are always difficult times, especially in the begining when so 
much work and learning are required.  Young familes aren’t sure where they are going, if they are 
doing it “right”, or if they have made good choices.  Nothing is certain, nothing ever is.  But 
people and families are never left to face the future alone.  The unseen hand of love is always 
there, guiding them, even in the hardest times.  That is why the stories are more interesting and 
precious as time goes by. Those with a true committment of love stay in the worst of times and do 
the work required to make their family and a little part of the world a better place. 
 
In 2014, it should be remembered that the founders made a committment to themselves and to 
each other.  Even then, however, they knew the committment and the work were not FOR 
themselves.  From the very beginning all was done with the benefit of future members in mind.  
That is what makes the best families truly great ones—their care and concern for those who 
come after. 
 
It has been a blessing and a true gift from God that the remaining founders are still here to share 
these stories and their memories.  Many thanks to Father David and the staff for dedicating this 
anniversary year to the celebration and recognition of our history.  Current and future members 
of Spirit of Christ inherit a priceless gift lovingly handed down from the past.  The best way to 
celebrate and appreciate the gift of God’s love to this community over the past 40 years is to 
improve on what has been done, just say an unconditional “YES” and pass on something even 
better to the future. 
 
 
 
A special thanks to Joan Adducci, Tim Coursey, Judy Desiato, Kathy Horst and Cathi Politano for their 
collective efforts and many hours of writing this history of our beloved community.  As well, a special thanks 
to the many people, particularly our founding parishioners and current staff members, who were interviewed 
for this recollection and to all the others – too many to be named – who also shared their memories of the 
last four decades.  Finally, a special thanks to Kathy Galiffa and Sherry Johnson for their work in the format 
and design of this directory from cover to cover.   
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