


Father Bob was very sensitive to the feelings of loss that founders and long time parishioners
would experience with the decommissioning of their original beloved worship space. Father
Bob said, “People were baptized here. They made their First Communions here. They were
married here. People were buried from here. There are many memories in this space.” For
most, it was in that space that they truly experienced being adults in their Catholic faith. Moving
was a bittersweet moment. Before entering the new church, there was a ritual to celebrate a
farewell to that beloved old space.

Two liturgical appointments were taken from the old to the new: the statue
of The Blessed Mother, and the Ambry, which displays the sacred oils. One
of the design elements of the new church was to meld the best of the old
with the best of the new. The old rugged cross used during Lent for 25
years was shipped to Wisconsin to be incorporated into a new monumental
stained glass and wood cross that graces the worship space today. The
Archdiocese mandated that chairs without kneelers could no longer be used,
so pews and kneelers were installed. After many years of sitting in those old
chairs this would be a big change.
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The modified monastic seating style improved the ability to honor the
presence of Christ in one another. This architecture enabled the community
to worship as a unified body, recalling the vision and goals established at the
the parish.

After spirited negotiations with Archbishop Chaput, permission was given to have a free-
standing chapel with its own tabernacle. This little chapel has become a much cherished and
well-used sacred space.

The dedication Mass for the new
building was October 6, 2001. By that
day, all the anxiety and apprehension had
disappeared. The new church was truly a
masterpiece. Somehow you could feel
that something very sacred had taken
| place in the building of this new worship
space. It still defies description, but it
can certainly be felt. As an added bonus,
there were a number of awards given by
independent professional groups for such
things as design, innovation, and
decoration. It did not take long to love
this new place as much as the original

buildin%. _Father Bob often refers to the majesty of the new church by quoting Mother Teresa
Archbishop Chaput celebrating the Dedication"Mass that “it is almost worthy of God”.

It is due to the efforts of Father Bob that the
official feast day of Spirit of Christ is Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is never seen with the eyes, or
heard with human ears. The Holy Spirit is only heard with the heart, and best experienced as
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part of a community of faith in action. When asked, it was only natural for Father Bob to have
this day, Pentecost, marked on the diocesan calendar as our day.

Father Bob has many wonderful memories of his time as pastor. The people took ownership and
responsibility for the parish, seeking cooperation and compromise to get things done as a
community. He was inspired to see them always support those in trouble or need. His love for
the Broncos was heartily shared with his flock. Everyone enjoyed the orange vestments he wore
at Mass on Super Bowl Sunday. Everyone, that is, except the Archbishop. Father Bob officially
wore those orange vestments only one time. He still mentions often that his time as pastor “was
just fun”. (insert 2 pictures)

Kathy Galiffa and a large number of volunteers got to use their experience with parties to help
Father Bob celebrate the 25" anniversary of his ordination. It was spectacular. Everyone got to
dress up because it was in the evening, and the dinner was exceptional. There was even a large
party tent put up in the parking lot on the lower level to make room for the large number
attending. Father remembers that day with great joy and fondness.

Father Bob’s 12 years as pastor seemed to pass very quickly. He is a happy priest and the people
took him to their hearts. However, it was now time for another transfer, and it was hard to let
him go. You just couldn’t help but love that man. It was difficult for Father Bob to leave, but he
was mature enough to know that everything would work out just fine. The Holy Spirit always
saw to that. Many remember his favorite motto from Dag Hammerskjold, “For all that has
been—THANKS! For all that will be—YES!” It is the same YES that parishioners say by
continuing the commitment to the original mission and vision of the founders under the direction
of Vatican Il. Father Bob said, “There’s uniqueness in that history, that identity of Spirit of
Christ”.

MONSIGNOR ED HOFFMAN
PASTOR JUNE, 2005 TO JUNE, 2006

Diocesan appointments rarely go unnoticed, especially by those affected. In addition, no one can
help wondering about the future; 2005-2006 proved to be an unusually surprising and interesting
year.

Msgr. Ed Hoffman had been a recognized figure in the Archdiocese of Denver for some years bef
ore being assigned to Spirit of Christ. Many remembered him as the secretary to Archbishop Cas
B e €Y. He had not spent all his years as a priest in parishes.

In 2005, parishioners were enjoying their new church and working on s
tabilizing things after Father Bob was re-assigned to Edwards, Co. Ms
gr. Ed Hoffman was assigned to Spirit of Christ partly because of his fi
scal abilities and because there was a large mortgage to be managed. P
arishioners were not overly concerned about the debt, but it can be a dis
traction to a new pastor. There was no doubt that a creative strategy wa
' s needed to get the debt paid without having too many resources going
needlessly to pay interest.

— Like all of our previous pastors, Msgr. Ed took time to review the situat

Palm Sunday, 2006



ion and consider what he could do to improve on what was already there. He decided that there
was no reason to have a lot of money tied up in savings and investments when the resources coul
d be better used to bring the debt down quicker. A plan was developed to do just that. It took so
me time, but it worked.

Msgr. Ed also felt that a restructu
staff would make parish finances
re. Those changes were also put i

ring and downsizing of
more secure in the futu
n place.

Parishioners viewed Msgr. Ed as
ectual person. His homilies were
ad many interests, including scien
ted a “Spiritual One-Nighter” abo =
g on evolution. He finished hista . __4
hat the Church has no conflict wit ZZ48
n. The people who listened that n
tive of all the work he had done t
and assure them about a rather co

| aquiet and highly intell
I exceptional. He also h
ce. Early on, he presen
ut the Church’s teachin
Ik by assuring people t
~ hthe theory of evolutio
~ ight were very apprecia
0 help them understand
mplex topic.

However, Msgr. Ed had even mor e B . ﬁﬁqénggsggdgp,\ﬁggquogb\
person is not drawn to monastic li o S fe oves night. The Hol

y Spirit must have been calling Msgr. Ed for some time. Af ter one year Msgr.asked the
Archbishop to relieve him of his pastoral duties and allow him to enter the monastery at Snowma
ss. This was a very unusual request, but it was granted.

The people of Spirit of Christ had a variety of responses to this choice, but in the end most were
very happy for Msgr. and wished him well in his new life of prayer, solitude, and sacrifice.

FATHER DAVID BLUEJACKET
PASTOR 2006 TO PRESENT

A change of pastors is an eventful time in the life of any parish. When Msgr. Hoffmann announce
d to the community in early 2006 that he would be leaving as pastor after only one year to join th
e monastery, the parish was faced with the prospect of having three pastors within a period of on
e year. When the Archdiocese Priest Personnel Board met to consider who should come to Spiri
t of Christ, then-Archbishop Chaput expressed his concern about providing long-term stability to
the parish. He also expressed his desire to send someone who could manage a large debt.

That same year, Father David Bluejacket was in his ninth year at St. Mary Parish in Littleton. He
had completed a multi-million dollar church building project six years earlier and paid off that de
bt, and he was currently in the middle of a major school building project, which was financed wit
hout any debt at all. Fr. David was also a member of the Priest Personnel Board advising the Arc
hbishop on priest assignments. At one of these meetings in March, 2006 the Archbishop and prie
sts were discussing who to send to Spirit of Christ as pastor. Fr. David recalls that several names
were suggested, but the Archbishop seemed hesitant to select one of them for various reasons. Fi
nally, someone said to the Archbishop, “Pick someone and ask him to go.”
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Fr. David nodded his head in agreement with the suggestion. Two weeks later, the Archbishop ca
lled him and asked if he would go!!! After a period of prayer in which Fr. David discerned that
God wanted him to come to Spirit of Christ, he told the Archbishop that he would gladly accept t
he assignment.

Fr. David was somewhat familiar with the parish because from 1988, when he was ordained a pri
est through 1991, he served at a parish in Northglenn. During those three years, he would come t
o Spirit of Christ to help with penance services, attend meetings, and other events. He already kn
ew how vibrant the parish was, and he looked forwa
rd to coming as pastor.

When he arrived, he quickly realized that the remai
ning debt from the church building project was not
problematic. He was told how generous the parishi
oners were, and he saw how their “extra” donations
were actually going to retire the debt early. Withth =
at in mind, he made two decisions. First, he decide M |
d to fulfill the remaining promises from the original

construction project that were cut for lack of funds, w
hich included the renovation of the Spirit Center. He
also decided to renovate the John XXIII Center. These projects were completed in 2009, and incl
uded an elevator between the two levels. That same year, the entire debt was paid off and was f
ormally celebrated at the parish picnic in August.

Burning of the mortgage, 2009

Second, he decided early on that “bricks, mortar and money” would not serve as a distraction to t
he community. Instead, he wanted to focus on education and spiritual formation. Towards that
end over the years, he gave permission for the Great Adventure Bible Study Program to begin pr
oviding classes on scripture. The program soon attracted hundreds of people. He invited Totus T
uus and That Man is You to Spirit of Christ. He also promoted Spiritual-One-Nighters as well as
Compass Catholic Ministries, Magnificat Moms and programs for young adults and young marri
ed couples. He said of these varied opportunities, “I want to cast as
wide a net as possible, for spiritual growth, to catch as many people
as possible.”

As well over the years, Fr. David has served as a supervisor for semi
narians and transitional deacons doing their pastoral internships at Sp |
irit of Christ. One of them, a Capuchin Friar named Christopher Ga |
ma, was ordained a priest in our parish church on May 31, 2013.

Fr. David himself celebrated his 25™ anniversary of ordination to the
priesthood in July of 2013. In keeping with the
tradition of Spirit of Christ, the parish marked th
is special day with Mass, a beautiful dinner and
reception orchestrated by Kathy Galiffa, and a b
graphical slide show.
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As the parish enters into a new de
cade, Fr. David joins the commun
ity in honoring the vision of our f
ounding parishioners, many of w
hom are still active in the parish,
and in ensuring their legacy so th
at subsequent generations will be
nefit from it as so many already h
‘ ave.

S ! -
Celebration of Father David's 25th anniversary of ordination

Gathering of Founders at the 35th Anniversary celebration in 2009

OUR STORY CONTINUES....

One of the favorite things families enjoy doing with each other is sharing their stories. These
stories are so loved and retold so many times because they are what defines each of them as
individuals and as a unique family. Over the years, the true meaning of what is there begins to
emerge. Older members begin to see the wisdom and beauty in all those experiences. Younger
and newer members learn who they are and how things came to be. Their lives, individually and
as family, have deeper meaning and value than just circumstance. These stories are the true and
lasting treasure that is their legacy to pass on.
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So it is with a family of faith. The preceding pages are the story of who Spirit of Christ is and
how it got to be that way. There are a number of people mentioned by name who made important
contributions. However, it must be remembered that there were many more not named who loved
Spirit of Christ and gave the best they could to make this parish the place we love today.

The Spirit of Christ family story began as most family stories do—with people who share no
more than love and faith. There are always difficult times, especially in the begining when so
much work and learning are required. Young familes aren’t sure where they are going, if they are
doing it *““right™, or if they have made good choices. Nothing is certain, nothing ever is. But
people and families are never left to face the future alone. The unseen hand of love is always
there, guiding them, even in the hardest times. That is why the stories are more interesting and
precious as time goes by. Those with a true committment of love stay in the worst of times and do
the work required to make their family and a little part of the world a better place.

In 2014, it should be remembered that the founders made a committment to themselves and to
each other. Even then, however, they knew the committment and the work were not FOR
themselves. From the very beginning all was done with the benefit of future members in mind.
That is what makes the best families truly great ones—their care and concern for those who
come after.

It has been a blessing and a true gift from God that the remaining founders are still here to share
these stories and their memories. Many thanks to Father David and the staff for dedicating this
anniversary year to the celebration and recognition of our history. Current and future members
of Spirit of Christ inherit a priceless gift lovingly handed down from the past. The best way to
celebrate and appreciate the gift of God’s love to this community over the past 40 years is to
improve on what has been done, just say an unconditional “YES” and pass on something even
better to the future.

A special thanks to Joan Adducci, Tim Coursey, Judy Desiato, Kathy Horst and Cathi Politano for their
collective efforts and many hours of writing this history of our beloved community. As well, a special thanks
to the many people, particularly our founding parishioners and current staff members, who were interviewed
for this recollection and to all the others — too many to be named — who also shared their memories of the
last four decades. Finally, a special thanks to Kathy Galiffa and Sherry Johnson for their work in the format
and design of this directory from cover to cover.
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