Welcomel!

Please take this time to check in with the
people at your table.
How was their week/day?

How are they doing?
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' SPY1 Pastoral Meeting Sign Up
| 20 min. Meeting
| October. 20-30
" Trunk or Treat - Oct. 26, 2-4 pm
Car Sign up
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Let us Pray:

1 Peter 3: 13-18

sNOW Who Is going to harm you if you are enthusiastic for what is
good?

uBut even If you should suffer because of righteousness, blessed
are you. Do not be afraid or terrified with fear of them,

sbut sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give
an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope,

sbut do it with gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who defame your good
conduct in Christ may themselves be put to shame.

+For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be the will of God,
than for doing euvil.

sFOr Christ also suffered: for sins once, the righteous for the sake of
the unrighteous, that he might lead you to God. Put to death in the
flesh, he was brought to life in the spirit..


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1peter/3#68003015-f
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1peter/3#68003018-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1peter/3#68003018-g

The Summa
Theologica of St.
| Thomas Aquinas




Key aspects of Aquinas's apologetics

{Compatibility of faith and reason
Aquinas argued that faith and reason are not in conflict because both are gifts fronkR&asbn can be used to prove
natural theology, such as the existence of God, while faith deals with truths beyond reason, like the Trinity
{Classical/Evidential arguments
He started with evidence from the senses to build his arguments, making them accessibleldeliegars who operate
within a rational framework.
{The Five Ways
These are five philosophical arguments for the existence of God, which are based on observable aspects ohthe natur
world:
{Argument from motion (change requires an unmoved mover)
{Argument from efficient cause (everything has a cause, which must trace back to an uncaused first cause)
{Argument from necessity (everything is contingent, so there must be a necessary being)
{Argument from degrees of perfection (there must be a source of all perfection)
{Argument from design (the order of the universe points to an intelligent designer)
{Use of philosophy
Aguinas saw philosophy as a tool to help theology in three main ways:
{To prove the "preambles of faith" (truths accessible through reason, like God's existence)
{To use likenesses (analogies) to help explain revealed truths
{To argue against objections to the faith by showing they are false or incoherent
{Comprehensive worldview
Aguinas sought to provide a complete Christian worldview, considering and responding to a wide range of objections
positions with rigorous reasoning.



Article 1. Whether the object of faith is the First Truth?

Obijection 1. It would seem that the object of faith is not the First Truth. For it seems that the object of faith is that
which is proposed to us to be believed. Now not only things pertaining to the Godhead, i.e. the First Truth, are
proposed to us to be believed, but also things concerning Christ's human nature, and the sacraments of the
Church, and the condition of creatures. Therefore the object of faith is not only the First Truth.

Objection 2. Further, faith and unbelief have the same object since they are opposed to one another. Now
unbelief can be about all things contained in Holy Writ, for whichever one of them a man denies, he is
considered an unbeliever. Therefore faith also is about all things contained in Holy Writ. But there are many
things therein, concerning man and other creatures. Therefore the object of faith is not only the First Truth, but
also created truth.

Objection 3. Further, faith is condivided with charity, as stated above (I-11:62:3). Now by charity we love not only
God, who is the sovereign Good, but also our neighbor. Therefore the object of Faith is not only the First Truth.

On the contrary, Dionysius says (Div. Nom. vii) that "faith is about the simple and everlasting truth." Now this is
the First Truth. Therefore the object of faith is the First Truth.

| answer that, The object of every cognitive habit includes two things: first, that which is known materially, and is
the material object, so to speak, and, secondly, that whereby it is known, which is the formal aspect of the object.
Thus in the science of geometry, the conclusions are what is known materially, while the formal aspect of the
science is the mean of demonstration, through which the conclusions are known.



Accordingly, if we consider, in faith, the formal aspect of the object, it is nothing else than the First Truth. For the
faith of which we are speaking, does not assent to anything, except because it is revealed by God. Hence the
mean on which faith is based is the Divine Truth. If, however, we consider materially the things to which faith
assents, they include not only God, but also many other things, which, nevertheless, do not come under the
assent of faith, except as bearing some relation to God, in as much as, to wit, through certain effects of the
Divine operation, man is helped on his journey towards the enjoyment of God. Consequently from this point of
view also the object of faith is, in a way, the First Truth, in as much as nothing comes under faith except in
relation to God, even as the object of the medical art is health, for it considers nothing save in relation to health.

Reply to Objection 1. Things concerning Christ's human nature, and the sacraments of the Church, or any
creatures whatever, come under faith, in so far as by them we are directed to God, and in as much as we assent
to them on account of the Divine Truth.

The same answer applies to the Second Objection, as regards all things contained in Holy Writ.

Reply to Objection 2. Charity also loves our neighbor on account of God, so that its object, properly speaking,
Is God, as we shall show further on (lI-11:25:1.

Reply to Objection 2. That "God would not take flesh," considered in itself was possible even after Abraham's
time, but in so far as it stands in God's foreknowledge, it has a certain necessity of infallibility, as explained in
1:14:13 and |:14:15: and it is thus that it comes under faith. Hence in so far as it comes under faith, it cannot be
false.



Article 2. Whether the object of faith is something complex, by way of a proposition?

Objection 1. It would seem that the object of faith is not something complex by way of a proposition. For the
object of faith is the First Truth, as stated above (Article 1). Now the First Truth is something simple. Therefore
the object of faith is not something complex.

Obijection 2. Further, the exposition of faith is contained in the symbol. Now the symbol does not contain
propositions, but things: for it is not stated therein that God is almighty, but: "I believe in God . . . almighty."
Therefore the object of faith is not a proposition but a thing.

Objection 3. Further, faith is succeeded by vision, according to 1 Corinthians 13:12: "We see now through a
glass in a dark manner; but then face to face. Now | know in part; but then | shall know even as | am known." But
the object of the heavenly vision is something simple, for it is the Divine Essence. Therefore the faith of the
wayfarer is also.

On the contrary, Faith is a mean between science and opinion. Now the mean is in the same genus as the
extremes. Since, then, science and opinion are about propositions, it seems that faith is likewise about
propositions; so that its object is something complex.

| answer that, The thing known is in the knower according to the mode of the knower. Now the mode proper to
the human intellect is to know the truth by synthesis and analysis, as stated in [:85:5. Hence things that are
simple in themselves, are known by the intellect with a certain amount of complexity, just as on the other hand,
the Divine intellect knows, without any complexity, things that are complex in themselves.



Accordingly the object of faith may be considered in two ways. First, as regards the thing itself which is believed,
and thus the object of faith is something simple, namely the thing itself about which we have faith. Secondly, on
the part of the believer, and in this respect the object of faith is something complex by way of a proposition.

Hence in the past both opinions have been held with a certain amount of truth.
Reply to Objection 1. This argument considers the object of faith on the part of the thing believed.

Reply to Objection 2. The symbol mentions the things about which faith is, in so far as the act of the
believer is terminated in them, as is evident from the manner of speaking about them. Now the act of the believer
does not terminate in a proposition, but in a thing. For as in science we do not form propositions, except in order
to have knowledge about things through their means, so is it in faith.

Reply to Objection 3 . The object of the heavenly vision will be the First Truth seen in itself, according
to 1 John 3:2: "We know that when He shall appear, we shall be like to Him: because we shall see Him as He is":
hence that vision will not be by way of a proposition but by way of a simple understanding. On the other hand, by
faith, we do not apprehend the First Truth as it is in itself. Hence the comparison fails.



Article 3. Whether anything false can come under faith?

Obijection 1. It would seem that something false can come under faith. For faith is condivided with hope and
charity. Now something false can come under hope, since many hope to have eternal life, who will not obtain it.
The same may be said of charity, for many are loved as being good, who, nevertheless, are not good. Therefore
something false can be the object of faith.

Objection 2. Further, Abraham believed that Christ would be born, according to John 8:56: "Abraham your father
rejoiced that he might see My day: he saw it, and was glad." But after the time of Abraham, God might not have
taken flesh, for it was merely because He willed that He did, so that what Abraham believed about Christ would

have been false. Therefore the object of faith can be something false.

Obijection 3. Further, the ancients believed in the future birth of Christ, and many continued so to believe, until
they heard the preaching of the Gospel. Now, when once Christ was born, even before He began to preach, it
was false that Christ was yet to be born. Therefore something false can come under faith.

Objection 4. Further, it is a matter of faith, that one should believe that the true Body of Christ is contained in the
Sacrament of the altar. But it might happen that the bread was not rightly consecrated, and that there was not
Christ's true Body there, but only bread. Therefore something false can come under faith.

On the contrary, No virtue that perfects the intellect is related to the false, considered as the evil of the intellect,
as the Philosopher declares (Ethic. vi, 2). Now faith is a virtue that perfects the intellect, as we shall show further
on (I1-11:4:5). Therefore nothing false can come under it.



| answer that, Nothing comes under any power, habit or act, except by means of the formal aspect of the object:
thus color cannot be seen except by means of light, and a conclusion cannot be known save through the mean
of demonstration. Now it has been stated (Article 1) that the formal aspect of the object of faith is the First Truth;
so that nothing can come under faith, save in so far as it stands under the First Truth, under which nothing false
can stand, as neither can non-being stand under being, nor evil under goodness. It follows therefore that nothing
false can come under faith.

Reply to Objection 1. Since the true is the good of the intellect, but not of the appetitive power, it follows that all
virtues which perfect the intellect, exclude the false altogether, because it belongs to the nature of a virtue to
bear relation to the good alone. On the other hand those virtues which perfect the appetitive faculty, do not
entirely exclude the false, for it is possible to act in accordance with justice or temperance, while having a false
opinion about what one is doing. Therefore, as faith perfects the intellect, whereas hope and charity perfect the
appetitive part, the comparison between them fails.

Nevertheless neither can anything false come under hope, for a man hopes to obtain eternal life, not by his own
power (since this would be an act of presumption), but with the help of grace; and if he perseveres therein he will
obtain eternal life surely and infallibly.

In like manner it belongs to charity to love God, wherever He may be; so that it matters not to charity, whether
God be in the individual whom we love for God's sake.



Reply to Objection 2. That "God would not take flesh," considered in itself was possible even after Abraham's
time, but in so far as it stands in God's foreknowledge, it has a certain necessity of infallibility, as explained in
1:14:13 and 1:14:15: and it is thus that it comes under faith. Hence in so far as it comes under faith, it cannot be

false.

Reply to Objection 3. After Christ's birth, to believe in Him, was to believe in Christ's birth at some time or other.
The fixing of the time, wherein some were deceived was not due to their faith, but to a human conjecture. For it is
possible for a believer to have a false opinion through a human conjecture, but it is quite impossible for a false
opinion to be the outcome of faith.

Reply to Objection 4. The faith of the believer is not directed to such and such accidents of bread, but to the fact
that the true body of Christ is under the appearances of sensible bread, when it is rightly consecrated. Hence if it
be not rightly consecrated, it does not follow that anything false comes under faith.

Any Questions?
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Jeopardy Rules for tonight:
Each table will have a buzzer and will need designate one
,O/3 E; E OO,E;/°E E eE;IOE;°E OA3EIl °/E
answering the question correctly.
The first table to buzz in, as judged by the referee will be
allowed to give a group answer (not multiple guesses).
If the answer Is correct, that table gets to select the next
guestion.
If answered incorrect, it will go to the next table that buzzes
In following the incorrect answer.
This will repeat 3 times before the answer is given by the
host.

Pleaserefrain from shouting out the answers if you
did not win the buzzer.



Jeopardy Rules for tonight:
At the completion of the game, we will go to FINAL
JEOPARDY for one last question.
Prior to the guestion being given, each table will write down
a wager amount they would win if answered correctly or
deducted from their total If answered incorrectly.
Tables will have approx. 30 seconds to discuss and offer one
answer per table.
We will then go around the room and have each table share
their answer.
% TOE;°E OEUOG;IE;TOE 3;E%I °/3%E°;E;iOE
JEOPARDY wins!
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THINK AGAIN
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APOLOGETICS
IN ACTION
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Matthew 28: 1920
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but that feels clearer after these past few sessions on Apologetics?
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JE "ZC } A % E C 3} ¢« JvdeM_ U Z}Av 3andWhatpighto
you say differently now?

Think of someone who inspired or strengthened your faith (a parent, friend, pri
teacher). What did they do that made their faith attractive?
How can we, as Catholic parents, model that same sense of joy and convi

for our own kids?
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Resources

Thomas AquinasiSumma Theologica
" https://www.newadvent.org/summa/3001.htm
The Catechism of the Catholic Church

" https://uscch.cld.bz/Catechiswi-the-CatholicChurch/
USCCBBIibleWebsite

" https://bible.uscch.org/bible
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