Sacrosanctum Concilium Quotes

To accomplish so great a work, Christ is always present in His Church, especially in her liturgical
celebrations. He is present in the sacrifice of the Mass, not only in the person of His minister, "the same
now offering, through the ministry of priests, who formerly offered himself on the cross" [20], but
especially under the Eucharistic species. By His power He is present in the sacraments, so that when a
man baptizes it is really Christ Himself who baptizes [21]. He is present in His word, since it is He
Himself who speaks when the holy scriptures are read in the Church. He is present, lastly, when the
Church prays and sings, for He promised: "Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them"” (Matt. 18:20). SC 7

Nevertheless, the liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed: at the same

time, it is the font from which all her power flows. For the aim and object of apostolic works is that all

who are made sons of God by faith and baptism should come together to praise God in the midst of His
Church, to take part in the sacrifice, and to eat the Lord's supper. SC 10

Mother Church earnestly desires that all the faithful should be led to that fully conscious, and active
participation in liturgical celebrations which is demanded by the very nature of the liturgy. Such
participation by the Christian people as "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a redeemed
people (1 Pet. 2:9; cf. 2:4-5), is their right and duty by reason of their baptism. In the restoration and
promotion of the sacred liturgy, this full and active participation by all the people is the aim to be
considered before all else; for it is the primary and indispensable source from which the faithful are to
derive the true Christian spirit; and therefore pastors of souls must zealously strive to achieve it, by
means of the necessary instruction, in all their pastoral work. SC 14

Within the limits set by the typical editions of the liturgical books, it shall be for the competent territorial
ecclesiastical authority mentioned in Art. 22, 2, to specify adaptations, especially in the case of the
administration of the sacraments, the sacramentals, processions, liturgical language, sacred music, and
the arts, but according to the fundamental norms laid down in this Constitution. In some places and

circumstances, however, an even more radical adaptation of the liturgy is needed, and this entails greater
difficulties. SC 39,40

The Church, therefore, earnestly desires that Christ's faithful, when present at this mystery of faith,
should not be there as strangers or silent spectators; on the contrary, through a good understanding of
the rites and prayers they should take part in the sacred action conscious of what they are doing, with
devotion and full collaboration. SC 48

The treasures of the bible are to be opened up more lavishly, so that richer fare may be provided for the
faithful at the table of God's word. In this way a more representative portion of the holy scriptures will be
read fo the people in the course of a prescribed number of years. SC 51

By tradition going back to early Christian times, the divine office is devised so that the whole course of
the day and night is made holy by the praises of God. Therefore, when this wonderful song of praise is
rightly performed by priests and others who are deputed for this purpose by the Church's ordinance, or
by the faithful praying together with the priest in the approved form, then it is truly the voice of the bride
addressed to her bridegroom, 1t is the very prayer which Christ Himself, together with His body,
addresses to the Father. Hence all who render this service are not only fulfilling a duty of the Church, but
also are sharing in the greatest honor of Christ's spouse, for by offering these praises to God they are
standing before God's throne in the name of the Church their Mother. SC 84,85



Pastors of souls should see to it that the chief hours, especially Vespers, are celebrated in common in
church on Sundays and the more solemn feasts. And the laity, too, are encouraged to recite the divine
office, either with the priests, or among themselves, or even individually. SC 100

The liturgical year is to be revised so that the traditional customs and discipline of the sacred seasons
shall be preserved or restored to suit the conditions of modern times, their specific character is to be
retained, so that they duly nourish the piety of the faithful who celebrate the mysteries of Christian
redemption, and above all the paschal mystery. If certain adaptations are considered necessary on
account of local conditions, they are to be made in accordance with the provisions of Art. 39 and 40. The
minds of the faithful must be directed primarily toward the feasts of the Lord whereby the mysteries of
salvation are celebrated in the course of the year. Therefore, the proper of the time shall be given the
preference which is its due over the feasts of the saints, so that the entire cycle of the mysteries of
salvation may be suitably recalled. SC 107, 108

The musical tradition of the universal Church is a treasure of inestimable value, greater even than that of
any other art. The main reason for this pre-eminence is that, as sacred song united to the words, it forms
a necessary or integral part of the solemn liturgy. SC 112

The Church acknowledges Gregorian chant as specially suited to the Roman liturgy: therefore, other
things being equal, it should be given pride of place in liturgical services. But other kinds of sacred
music, especially polyphony, are by no means excluded from liturgical celebrations, so long as they
accord with the spirit of the liturgical action, as laid down in Art. 30. SC 116

In certain parts of the world, especially mission lands, there are peoples who have their own musical
traditions, and these play a great part in their religious and social life. For this reason due importance is
to be attached to their music, and a suitable place is to be given to it, not only in forming their attitude

toward religion, but also in adapting worship to their native genius, as indicated in Art. 39 and 40. SC
119

n the Latin Church the pipe organ is to be held in high esteem, for it is the traditional musical instrument
which adds a wonderful splendor to the Church's ceremonies and powerfully lifts up man's mind to God
and to higher things. But other instruments also may be admitted for use in divine worship, with the
knowledge and consent of the competent territorial authority, as laid down in Art. 22, 52, 37, and 40. This
may be done, however, only on condition that the instruments are suitable, or can be made suitable, for
sacred use, accord with the dignity of the temple, and truly contribute to the edification of the faithful. SC
120

Very rightly the fine arts are considered to rank among the noblest activities of man's genius, and this
applies especially to religious art and to its highest achievement, which is sacred art. These arts, by their
very nature, are oriented toward the infinite beauty of God which they attempt in some way to portray by
the work of human hands, they achieve their purpose of redounding to God's praise and glory in
proportion as they are directed the more exclusively to the single aim of turning men's minds devoutly
toward God. SC 122

The Church has not adopted any particular style of art as her very own, she has admitted styles from
every period according to the natural talents and circumstances of peoples, and the needs of the various
rites. SC 123



